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held in the Community Hub, 445b Scalby Road,

on Friday 18th July 2025 at 11.45am.
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PRESENT:

Councillors J Smith (Chairman), H Bore, G Kendall, B Marley, N Murphy (from 11.52am),

J Shepherd, R. Thompson, R Towse.

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE

1 member of public (left 12.14pm), Mrs J Marley (Clerk to Council).

67/25 NON-ATTENDANCE OF COUNCILLORS

67/25.1 Apologies received & noted from Cllrs. D Bastiman, J Buckley, S Foote, R Holliday, C Thistleton.

67/25.2 Acceptance of reasons for absence:-

1. Cllrs. Bore, Kendall, Marley, Shepherd, Smith, Thompson in favour, Cllr. Towse against and

resolved the reason for absence given by Cllrs. Bastiman (medical) be approved.

2. Resolved the reason for absence given by Cllr. Buckley (prior engagement) be approved and

the second paragraph of his apologies “As I am not a serving member of the armed forces at a

time of war with a specific dispensation from the Secretary of State I do not consider my reason

for absence justifies formal acceptance by Council. I request that you draw this to the attention

of the Council” be stated in the minutes and noted. Cllr. Murphy arrived during consideration of

this apology and was therefore present and voting.

3.  Resolved the reasons for absence given by Cllrs Foote (prior commitment), Cllr. Holliday (work)

and Cllr. Thistleton (work) be approved.

During the next item, the Chairman adjourned the meeting between 12.10 and 12.13pm

68/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Received from Cllrs. Smith and Towse (other interest, agenda

item 4.1 as witness at tribunal).

69/25 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

At 12.14pm it was resolved that in accordance with section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to

Meetings) Act 1960 the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the next items of business

on the grounds they related to personnel/staffing, financial or legal matters.

70/25 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

A confidential report in respect of matters associated with the recent Employment Tribunal was handed to councillors present

for consideration.

70/25.1 Following a recorded vote (For, Cllrs. Bore, Kendall, Marley, Shepherd, Thompson, Against Cllr.

Murphy, Not voting in accordance with Declaration of Interest Cllrs. Smith and Towse) it was

resolved the two recommendations of the confidential report be carried.

70/25.2 In respect of recommendation 2 of the confidential report it was further resolved that any of the

Chairman, Vice Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign any paperwork and the online

authorisations of any payments could be done by any two councillors who were bank signatories.

The confidential report was then handed back to the Clerk by councillors.

There being no further business to be transacted, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 12.34pm.

Cllr. Jackie Smith, Chairman

Dated:
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MINUTES OF EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF NEWBY AND SCALBY TOWN COUNCIL

held in the Community Hub, 445b Scalby Road,

on Wednesday 20th August 2025 at 9.30am.
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PRESENT:

Councillors J Smith (Chairman), D Bastiman, J Buckley, R Holliday, G Kendall, B Marley, J Shepherd,

R. Thompson, R Towse.

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE

11 members of public, Mrs J Marley (Clerk to Council).

71/25 NON-ATTENDANCE OF COUNCILLORS

71/25.1 Apologies received & noted from Cllrs. H Bore, S Foote, N Murphy, C Thistleton.

71/25.2 Acceptance of reasons for absence:-

1. (Recorded vote – for:- Cllrs. Holliday, Kendall, Marley, Shepherd, Smith, Thompson, against:-

Cllrs. Buckley & Towse, abstain:- Cllr. Bastiman abstain resolved the reason for absence given

by Cllrs. Bore, Foote and Murphy (prior commitment) and Cllr. Thistleton (work) be approved.

2. Resolved it be minuted that Cllr. Thistleton should attend meetings wherever possible and work

commitments may not always be an acceptable reason for absence, especially if meetings were

held during an evening.

72/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Resolved declarations be received from Cllrs. Bastiman (non-

registrable, agenda item 4.1 as member of North Yorkshire Council) and Buckley (non-registrable,

agenda item 4.1 as member of Frack Free Coastal Communities Steering Group).

73/25 F&GP COMMITTEE

73/25.1 The Clerk advised the meeting that the Review & Staffing Committee had not recommended a

Finance & General Purposes Committee be set up and as such Cllr. Buckley’s motion was incorrect.

Resolved a motion tabled at the meeting, proposed by Cllr. Buckley and seconded by Cllr Towse

“that Newby & Scalby Town Council rejects the proposal by the Review and Staffing Committee that

the Council should set up a Finance and General Purposes Committee” was not carried (Recorded

vote – for Cllrs. Buckley and Towse, against Cllrs. Bastiman, Holliday, Kendall, Marley, Shepherd,

Smith, Thompson).

Resolved the agenda motion “to consider setting up a Finance and General Purposes Committee

comprising no more than 5 members including Chairman and Vice Chairman ex officio” proposed by

Cllr. Smith and seconded by Cllr. Kendall be carried (Recorded vote for Cllrs. Bastiman, Holliday,

Kendall, Marley, Shepherd, Smith and Thompson, against Cllrs. Buckley and Towse).

73/25.2 Resolved the agenda motion “to accept the terms of reference recommended by the Review &

Staffing Committee [sent to councillors on 18/8/25]“ as proposed by Cllr. Kendall and seconded by Cllr.

Thompson be carried. (Recorded vote for Cllrs. Bastiman, Holliday, Kendall, Marley, Shepherd,

Smith and Thompson, against Cllrs. Buckley and Towse).

73/25.3 Voting on committee membership took place as follows:-

 Cllr. Holliday was proposed by Cllr. Bastiman and seconded by Cllr. Smith. Recorded vote –

for:- Cllrs. Bastiman Holliday, Kendall, Marley, Shepherd, Smith and Thompson, abstain:-

Cllrs. Buckley and Towse. Resolved  Cllr. Holliday be elected to committee

 Cllr. Towse was proposed by Cllr. Buckley and seconded by Cllr. Towse. Recorded vote –

for:- Cllrs. Buckley, Kendall, Shepherd, Towse, against:- Cllrs. Holliday, Marley, Smith,

Thompson, abstain:- Cllr. Bastiman. Chairman’s casting vote – against. Resolved Cllr. Towse

not be elected to committee.

 Cllr. Kendall was proposed by Cllr. Smith and seconded by Cllr. Thompson. Recorded vote

– for:- Cllrs. Holliday, Kendall, Marley, Shepherd, Smith, Thompson, abstain:- Cllrs. Bastiman,

Buckley and Towse. Resolved  Cllr. Kendall be elected to committee

 Cllr. Buckley was proposed by Cllr. Towse and seconded by Cllr. Buckley. Recorded vote –

for:- Cllrs. Buckley, Kendall, Shepherd, Towse, against:- Cllrs. Holliday, Marley, Smith,

Thompson, abstain:- Cllr. Bastiman. Chairman’s casting vote – for. Resolved Cllr. Buckley

be elected to committee.

Membership of the Finance and General Purposes Committee therefore comprised Cllrs. Smith and

Bore (Chairman and Vice Chairman ex officio), Buckley, Holliday and Kendall.

74/25 EUROPA OIL & GAS Ltd

74/25.1 Application by Europa Oil & Gas Ltd, EPR/YP3623LC/A001 to Environment Agency for an

Environment Permit in  respect of Cloughton 2 wellsite, Coastal Road, Burniston. Resolved the
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report and recommendations of the Planning Committee held on 14th August 2025 be received &

noted. Resolved Recommendation 1 that “as a matter of urgency a request be made of the

Environment Agency to extend the consultation deadline on EPR/YP3623LC/A001 for at least

another four weeks on the grounds there is a lot of information, much of which is very technical” be

carried. Proposed Cllr. Kendall, seconded Cllr. Smith that the Council did not accept

Recommendation 2 of the report as written and amended it to read “in conjunction with the Joint

Fracking Working Group, Cllr. Bore to bring proposed comments to the Environment Agency on the

permit application to the full Council meeting scheduled for 17th September 2025 for consideration”.

Resolved the amended proposal be carried. (In accordance with his declaration of interest Cllr.

Bastiman did not vote on this item).

75/25 EXTERNAL AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS

75/25.1 23/24 accounts:-

75/25.1.1 Resolved it be noted that PKF Littlejohn had confirmed that up to 1/8/25 the cost to Council was

£3,958-25 (11.15 hours at £355/hour); further costs were anticipated and an invoice was not yet to

hand.

75/25.1.2 [Minute 46/25 refers] Resolved it be noted that PKF Littlejohn had not upheld any of the objections

submitted by Persons A and B.

75/25.2 24/25 accounts:-

75/25.2.1 Resolved it be noted the Public Inspection period had ended and two persons had submitted

objections.

There being no further business to be transacted, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.32am.

Cllr. Jackie Smith, Chairman

Dated: 17th September 2025
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF REVIEW & STAFFING COMMITTEE,

NEWBY AND SCALBY TOWN COUNCIL

held in the Community Hub, 445b Scalby Road,

on Monday, 18th August 2025 at 11am.
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PRESENT:

Councillors G Kendall, J Shepherd, J Smith. And R Thompson

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE

Mrs J Marley (Clerk).

ABSENT: Councillor H Bore.

In her capacity as Chairman of the Town Council, Cllr. Smith called the meeting to order.

RS8/25 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

RS8/25.1 Proposed Cllr. Smith, seconded Cllr. Thompson and resolved Cllr. Kendall be

Chairman of the Review & Staffing Committee until the first Committee meeting after

the Annual Council Meeting in May 2026. Cllr. Kendall then took over from Cllr. Smith

as Chairman of the meeting.

RS9/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

RS9/25.1 Apologies received & noted from Cllr. Bore.

RS9/25.2 Resolved the reason for Cllr. Bore’s absence (prior commitment) be approved.

RS10/25 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE VICE CHAIRMAN

RS10/25.1 Proposed Cllr. Kendall, seconded Cllr. Shepherd and resolved Cllr. Smith be Vice

Chairman of the Review & Staffing Committee until the first Committee meeting after

the Annual Council Meeting in May 2026.

RS11/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  None.

RS12/25 TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR A FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES

COMMITTEE

RS12/25.1 The following informative note from the Clerk was received & noted:- “the decision as

to whether or not there is to be a Finance & General Purposes Committee will be made at an

extraordinary Council meeting to be held on 20/8/25. Should Council so agree then the

Terms of Reference can be adopted at the same meeting.”

Resolved

1. the draft Terms of Reference (circulated with agenda) be approved.

2. Committee recommends to the Extraordinary Meeting of Council scheduled for

20th August 2025 that, should Council resolve to create a Finance and General

Purposes Committee, Council also resolves to adopt the approved Terms of

Reference for the Finance & General Purposes Committee with immediate

effect.

RS13/25 2025/26 PAY AWARD  Resolved it be noted details of the 25/26 pay award

(backdated to 1/4/25) had been received and applied to staff salaries.

RS14/25 STAFF APPRAISALS  Resolved appraisal be carried out by Chairman and Vice

Chairman of Review and Staffing Committee on 20th August 2025.

RS15/25 PAYROLL Committee considered whether an external payroll contractor should be

engaged to process staff wages. Resolved Clerk to investigate, obtain details/prices

and report to next meeting.

RS16/25 TRIBUNAL MATTERS

RS16/25.1 Resolved it be noted the Employment Tribunal had now concluded and the award

had been paid by Council’s insurers.

RS16/25.2 Resolved it be noted that the Cost Application had now been concluded.

RS17/25 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
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RS17/25.1 Noted business to be transacted would include considering a draft Scheme of

Delegation, updating of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations and submitting

recommendations on all to meeting of Council to be held in September.

RS17/25.2 Resolved next meeting to be held 10th September 2025 at 9.30am.

RS18/25 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC & PRESS

At 11.35am resolved that, under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admission to

Meetings) Act 1960 §1(2), the press and public be excluded from the meeting during

consideration of the next items due to the confidential nature of the business to be

transacted.

CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

RS19/25 ANNUAL LEAVE

RS19/25.1 Resolved the Clerk’s request for clawback of annual leave due to work undertaken

during a period of annual leave be noted and 30 hours clawback be granted.

RS20/25 WORKING GROUP REPORT

Confidential notes of a working group meeting were considered along with a verbal

update by Cllr. Smith on work done since that last meeting and information from the

YLCA in respect of evaluations for the splitting the roles of Clerk and RFO. Resolved

Clerk and Cllr. Smith to draw further information together and present to next

meeting of Committee.

There being no further business on the agenda, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at

12.18pm.

Cllr. Gill Kendall, Chairman

Date 10th September 2025



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF PLANNING COMMITTEE,

NEWBY AND SCALBY TOWN COUNCIL

held in the Community Hub, 445b Scalby Road,

on Thursday, 14th August 2025 at 9.30am.
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PRESENT:

Councillors R Thompson (Chairman), R. Holliday, B Marley, J Smith

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE

2 members of public. Mrs J Marley (Clerk).

ABSENT: Cllr. H Bore.

P7/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

P7/25.1 Apologies received & noted from Cllr. Bore.

P7/25.2 Resolved the reason for Cllr. Bore’s absence (prior commitment) be approved.

P8/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  Cllr. Smith (non-registrable, ZF25/00630/HS).

P9/25 PLANNING APPLICATIONS & APPEALS NOTIFIED

Resolved comments on the following applications be submitted to the planning authority:-

1. ZF25/00630/FL Change of use of former Army Reserve Centre (sui generis) to

Business Centre (Use Class E), Army Reserve Centre, Coldyhill Lane, Newby – no

objections, fully support.

The two members of public left the meeting at this point.

2. ZF25/00652/HS Two storey extension, single storey extension, replace flat roof with

pitched roof, replacement windows, 50 High St, Scalby – no objections in principle

but sashes must be white, unclear from plans if proposed exterior is only brick or stone,

so would object if exterior was cladding or render since that would be out of keeping

with other property in the area.

3. ZF25/00739/FL Demolish existing building, erect 5no. flats with allocated garages,

garden office and gardens to rear, 143-145 Burniston Road, Newby – object, not

visually attractive, development out of keeping with area, overbearing impact on 147

Burniston Road, minimal windows to side elevations had negative impact on massing,

moving highway access closer to junction with Scalby Mills Road created additional

accident potential.

4. ZF25/00816/HAS Vary condition 1 (approved plans) of ZF25/00039/HS, 1 Red Scar

Lane, Newby – no objections in principle but concerns whether the width of the

extension on the side elevation of the proposed plan of ZF25/00816 was the same as

that on the approved plans for ZA/25/00039 - the proposed plan appeared to have a

wider extension than that originally granted.

5. ZF/25/0870/HS Erect garage extension, replacement porch and window alterations, 9

Hall Park Grove, Scalby – no objections.

P10/25 PLANNING DECISIONS/APPEALS/WITHDRAWALS

Resolved the following be noted:-

1. NYM/2025/0379 Vary conditions 2 and 9 of NYM/2022/0476 to allow installation of

uPVC windows and doors, Beacon Farm, Scalby. Refused.

2. NYM/2025/0390 Construct single storey rear extension, changes to windows, enlarge

two existing dormers, construct 3 new dormers, remove two chimney stacks and install

two flues together with alterations to garage and erection of fence with gate,

Stoneacres, Scalby. Withdrawn.

3. ZF25/00415/HS Extend existing dropped kerb by 3200mm to allow vehicle access, 5

Throxenby Grove, Newby. Granted with conditions.

3



draft-planning-committee-minutes-170725.docx Page 2 of 2

P11/25 PLANNING MATTERS RECEIVED AFTER 7/8/25  - none to consider.

P12/25 CORRESPONDENCE

P12/25.1 Application by Europa Oil & Gas Ltd, EPR/YP3623LC/A001 to Environment Agency for an

Environment Permit in  respect of Cloughton 2 wellsite, Coastal Road, Burniston:-

a) Resolved it be noted the consultation period opened 16/7/25 and closes 19/9/25;

b) Resolved to recommend to full Council that as a matter of urgency a request be made of the

EA to extend the consultation deadline for at least another four weeks on the grounds there

is a lot of information, much of which is very technical.

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 11.03am.

Cllr. Richard Thompson, Chairman

11th September 2025
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF PLANNING COMMITTEE,

NEWBY AND SCALBY TOWN COUNCIL

held in the Community Hub, 445b Scalby Road,

on Thursday, 17th July 2025 at 9.30am.
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PRESENT:

Councillors R. Holliday, B Marley, J Smith, R Thompson

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE

Mrs J Marley (Clerk).

ABSENT: Cllr. H Bore.

In her capacity as Chairman of the Town Council, Cllr. Smith called the meeting to order.

P1/25 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

P1/25.1 Proposed Cllr. Smith, seconded Cllr. Marley and resolved Cllr. Thompson be Chairman of

the Planning Committee until the first Committee meeting after the Annual Council Meeting

in May 2026. Cllr. Thompson then took over from Cllr. Smith as Chairman of the meeting.

P2/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

P2/25.1 Apologies received & noted from Cllr. Bore.

P2/25.2 Resolved the reason for Cllr. Bore’s absence (health) be approved.

P3/25 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE VICE CHAIRMAN

P3/25.1 Proposed Cllr. Thompson, seconded Cllr. Smith and resolved Cllr. Marley be Vice Chairman

of the Planning Committee until the first Committee meeting after the Annual Council Meeting

in May 2026.

P4/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  None.

P5/25 PLANNING APPLICATIONS & APPEALS NOTIFIED

Resolved comments on the following applications be submitted to the planning authority:-

1. NYM/2025/0379 Vary conditions 2 and 9 of NYM/2022/0476 to allow installation of

uPVC windows and doors, Beacon Farm, Scalby – no objections.

2. NYM/2025/0390 Construct single storey rear extension, changes to windows, enlarge

two existing dormers, construct 3 new dormers, remove two chimney stacks and install

two flues together with alterations to garage and erection of fence with gate,

Stoneacres, Scalby Nabs - object. No solar panels, replacing chimney stacks with

flues out of keeping, flat dormer roofs out of keeping, overlarge extension with ultra-

modern appearance, not in accord with Local Plan Policy CO17.

3. NYM/2025/0408 Construct single storey side extension (revised scheme to

NYM/2020/0549/FL) at Beckdale House, Hackness Road, Scalby – no objections.

4. ZF25/00415/HS Extend existing dropped kerb by 3200mm to allow vehicle access, 5

Throxenby Grove, Newby – no objections.

5. ZF25/00659/HS Retrospective application for construction of single storey rear

extension, internal reconfiguration and external landscaping at 5 Queensway, Newby –

no objections.

6. NYM/2025/0409 Construct driveway and turning area (retrospective), land adjacent

111 Hackness Road, Scalby – no objections to principle but gate would be better set

in from road to allow vehicles to be completely off the road.

1
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P6/25 PLANNING DECISIONS/APPEALS/WITHDRAWALS

Resolved the following be noted:-

1. ZF23/01059/FL Demolish existing care home and bungalow, construct replacement

care home, Briar Dene Retirement Home, 73 Burniston Road, Newby. Granted with

conditions.

2. ZF24/00625/FL Install replacement windows in uPVC window frames with double

glazed units, St. Laurence’s Church Hall, Church Hill, Scalby. Granted with

conditions.

3. ZF24/01059/RM Reserved matters application for erection of 135no. dwellings

considering appearance, landscaping, layout and scale (outline permission

19/00444/OL), former Scarborough Technical College, Lady Edith’s Drive. Withdrawn.

4. ZF24/01622/OL Outline application for a residential development with all matters

reserved, land to the rear of 459a Scalby Road, Scalby. Withdrawn.

5. ZF24/01623/FL Erect 5no. dwellings, 459a Scalby Road, Scalby. Withdrawn.

6. ZF25/00132/HS Demolish rear lean to, front and side porch and erect Juliet balcony,

new side entrance porch and render property, 14 Westfield Avenue, Newby. Granted

with conditions.

7. ZF25/00221/HS Erect single storey rear extension and porch to front, 41 Moor Lane,

Newby. Granted with conditions.

8. ZF25/00266/HS Erect single storey rear extension to include re-roof and flue, 324

Scalby Road, Newby. Granted with conditions.

9. ZF25/00280/HS Erect single storey rear extension, 8 Lancaster Close, Scalby.

Granted with conditions.

10.ZF25/00358/HS Retrospective application for double garage, 18 East Park Road,

Scalby. Granted with conditions.

11.ZF25/00379/FL Demolish existing lean to rear extension and first floor access stair,

replacement of rear first floor door with window, erect single storey rear extension with

extraction flue, replace 1no. uPVC window to front in timber, Yew Tree Café, 30-32

High St, Scalby. Granted with conditions.

12.ZF25/00385/HS Erect 2 storey side extension, 31 The Parkway, Newby. Granted with

conditions.

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 10.53am.

Cllr. Richard Thompson, Chairman

14th August 2025
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Scalby Town Council, Hackness Group PC and

Staintondale PC Report (August incidents)

September 2025 meetings



All crime figures below are for the same period from each year.   This gives a comparison as to the

same point in this year, when compared to the previous 2 years.

Total crime figures for Scalby & Hackness for 2025 and the previous two years.

Scalby etc… 2023 2024 2025 Grand Total

Arson & Criminal Damage 6 10 9 25

Burglary 7 4 8 19

Drug Offences 2 4 1 7

Fraud 9 6 2 17

Misc Crimes Against Society 1 1 2 4

Possession Of Weapons 0 0 4 4

Public Order Offences 8 13 7 28

Robbery 1 1 0 2

Sexual Offences 5 4 5 14

Theft 4 10 7 21

Vehicle Offences 5 8 1 14

Violence Against The Person 41 49 52 142

Grand Total 89 110 98 297

Total crime figures for 2025 for the whole area covered by Filey NPT (Filey & Eastfield Police

Stations) for 2025 and the previous two years

2023 2024 2025 Grand Total

Arson & Criminal Damage 195 167 158 520

Burglary 32 38 41 111

Drug Offences 35 42 44 121

Fraud 86 71 22 179

Misc Crimes Against Society 30 36 37 103

Possession Of Weapons 8 16 20 44

Public Order Offences 119 107 93 319

Robbery 2 2 6 10

Sexual Offences 84 88 65 237

Theft 162 173 143 478

Vehicle Offences 29 53 34 116

Violence Against The Person 689 729 653 2071

Grand Total 1471 1522 1316 4309

If you wish to look at further details relating to the crime figures, please visit

 and search for your relevant area.



Which areas are covered from Filey and Eastfield Police Stations?

The areas in blue and yellow – covered from Eastfield Police station.  Areas in green – covered from

Filey Police Station.

There were 83 incidents reported in your area during August.  Incidents of note are as follows: -

Please accept my apologies, there will be no incidents of note mentioned this month.  The October

report will be back to normal.



OP TRAILBLAZE: An Initiative to Tackle Off-Road Vehicle Disruption in

Forestry Areas

Introduction to Operation Trailblaze

Operation Trailblaze is a dedicated initiative aimed at addressing the increasing issue of anti-social

and illegal use of off-road 4x4 vehicles and motorbikes. These activities have caused significant

disruption to local forestry and wildlife habitats, threatening the balance of delicate ecosystems and

impacting the safety and enjoyment of these areas for local communities and visitors alike.

The operation brings together law enforcement, forestry management teams, environmental

agencies, and community stakeholders to tackle the problem head-on. By combining enforcement,

education, and prevention strategies, Operation Trailblaze seeks to restore order to affected areas,

protect wildlife, and ensure that these natural spaces are preserved for future generations.

Through targeted patrols, public awareness campaigns, and collaboration with residents, the

operation aims to reduce the damage caused by irresponsible off-road activities, emphasizing the

importance of respectful and lawful use of shared natural resources.

What can you do to help?

We are asking for your help to tackle the ongoing issue of anti-social driving in our local forestry and

wildlife areas. If you see any 4x4 vehicles or off-road motorbikes being used irresponsibly, please

report it to us.

Your information is vital in helping us identify and address this behaviour, which is causing significant

harm to the environment, wildlife, and the safety of others.

To report sightings, please provide as much detail as possible, including:

- The location of the incident

- The time and date

- A description of the vehicles or individuals involved

You can report anonymously if you prefer. Together, we can protect our natural spaces and ensure

they remain safe and enjoyable for everyone.

Call 101 for non-emergency enquiries.

If you have a hearing or speech impairment, use our textphone service on 18001 101.

Call 999 in emergency situations like these:

 there is an immediate danger to life.

 someone is using violence or is threatening to be violent.

 a road traffic collision where life is at risk, or the road is blocked.

 a crime is happening right now, like a house burglary or a theft.

tel:101
tel:999


If you accidentally dial 999, please stay on the line and tell the operator you’re safe and that no

crime has occurred.

Hearing or speech impairments

 If you have a hearing or speech impairment and you’ve pre-registered with

the emergencySMS service, you can use our textphone service 18000 or text us on 999.

 If you're a British Sign Language (BSL) user, you can call 999 BSL to use a remote BSL

interpreter.

Silent 999 calls

 If you're in danger but you can't talk on the phone, you should still call 999, then follow

these instructions.

Community messenger

We are committed to keeping the public informed about the progress of Operation Trailblaze. To do

this, we will be using Community Messenger to share regular updates on our activities, including

enforcement actions, patrols, and successes in tackling anti-social driving.

These updates will help ensure transparency, build community confidence, and highlight the

important role you play in protecting our local forestry and wildlife habitats. Stay tuned to

Community Messenger for the latest news and ways you can continue to support this initiative.

Together, we can make a positive difference.

Sign up for updates here - Home Page - North Yorkshire Community Messaging

Property marking DNA kits for farms and rural locations.

Farms across North Yorkshire and York are being protected by advanced forensic marking

technology | North Yorkshire Police

The rural team are now trained in the property marking DNA kits and will be visiting farms to assist

with these.  If you wish to have property marked, please contact

Jamie.Manson@northyorkshire.police.uk

https://www.relayuk.bt.com/how-to-use-relay-uk/contact-999-using-relay-uk.html
https://999bsl.co.uk/
tel:999
https://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/contact/how-to-make-a-silent-999-call/
https://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/contact/how-to-make-a-silent-999-call/
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When and how to call us

Contact NYP Information

Please scan this QR code to access information

about how and when to contact North

Yorkshire Police.  When to phone 999 or 101

etc…

Or click this link - Contact us | North Yorkshire

Police

How to contact your local team

PC 672 Manson

Jamie.Manson@northyorkshire.police.uk

07741175623

PCSO 5208 Ria Lockey –07741174576 -

ria.lockey@northyorkshire.police.uk

PCSO 6780 Anna Wilkinson – 07741174524 -

anna.wilkinson@northyorkshire.police.uk

Useful Contact Numbers

North Yorkshire Council Services can be reported

online at www.northyorks.gov.uk

NYC Highways 0300 131 2 131

NYC Dog Warden 0300 131 2 131

NYC Noise Complaint 0300 131 2 131

NYC Food Safety Report 0300 131 2 131

NYC Community Safety 0300 131 2 131

NHS 111

Action Fraud 0300 123 2040

North Yorkshire Community Messenger

This is a free email alert service from North

Yorkshire Police. Our local teams use the system to

let you know what's happening in your area.

 You can sign up to receive alerts about

events, crime appeals, safety advice and

much more.

 The alerts can be tailored to where you live

and work.

 You can unsubscribe at any time.

When you sign up, you'll be able to select the type

of alerts you'd like to receive, including:

 various watch schemes for business owners

 a monthly fraud round-up newsletter. 

Sign up here -

https://www.northyorkshirecommunitymessagi

Would you like a member of Police staff of

volunteer to attend your event?

Filey SNT & or Police Volunteers would like to attend

some of the local events in your area to provide

information on topics such as Fraud, Crime

Prevention, rural safety etc.  This would not be a

formal presentation and we can tailor the

information to each particular event.

If you are aware of any meetings taking place which

you think suitable, please let us know Dates and

Place and Times and we will endeavour to get to

some of them.  Please email

matthew.hazelwood@northyorkshire.police.uk

if you would like more information or to book the

volunteers. 
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Scalby Town Council, Hackness Group PC and

Staintondale PC Report (July incidents)

August 2025 meetings



All crime figures below are for the same period from each year.   This gives a comparison as to the

same point in this year, when compared to the previous 2 years.

Total crime figures for Scalby & Hackness for 2025 and the previous two years.

Scalby etc… 2023 2024 2025 Grand Total

Arson & Criminal Damage 6 7 7 20

Burglary 7 3 6 16

Drug Offences 2 3 1 6

Fraud 9 5 2 16

Misc Crimes Against Society 1 1 2 4

Possession Of Weapons 0 0 4 4

Public Order Offences 5 13 6 24

Robbery 1 1 0 2

Sexual Offences 5 4 5 14

Theft 3 7 6 16

Vehicle Offences 4 8 1 13

Violence Against The Person 31 46 43 120

Grand Total 74 98 83 255

Total crime figures for 2025 for the whole area covered by Filey NPT (Filey & Eastfield Police

Stations) for 2025 and the previous two years

2023 2024 2025 Grand Total

Arson & Criminal Damage 171 145 136 452

Burglary 27 34 34 95

Drug Offences 32 38 39 109

Fraud 79 58 19 156

Misc Crimes Against Society 24 33 34 91

Possession Of Weapons 7 12 19 38

Public Order Offences 105 92 80 277

Robbery 2 2 6 10

Sexual Offences 73 72 59 204

Theft 137 152 127 416

Vehicle Offences 25 49 31 105

Violence Against The Person 589 634 570 1793

Grand Total 1271 1321 1154 3746

If you wish to look at further details relating to the crime figures, please visit

 and search for your relevant area.



Which areas are covered from Filey and Eastfield Police Stations?

The areas in blue and yellow – covered from Eastfield Police station.  Areas in green – covered from

Filey Police Station.

There were 76 incidents reported in your area during July.  Incidents of note are as follows: -

05/07/2025 09:00 – An Op Trailblaze day of patrol in the rural area was carried out by Officers from

the rural team.  No major issues were reported, only two vehicles were stopped and spoken to all

day.

15/07/2025 00:31 – A vehicle was stopped by Officers on patrol on High Street in Burniston. 

Enquiries reveal there was no insurance in place and the driver had no driving license so the car was

seized and driver reported for these offences.

15/07/2025 17:02 – Damage was reported to the tennis courts at the rear of Burniston and

Cloughton Village Hall.  The incident will be dealt with in the most appropriate way once all the

children involved have been identified. 

20/07/2025 16:39 – A disturbance between two groups known to one another was reported from

The Plough Inn at Scalby.  Please report any information and quote 12250134180.



OP TRAILBLAZE: An Initiative to Tackle Off-Road Vehicle Disruption in

Forestry Areas

Introduction to Operation Trailblaze

Operation Trailblaze is a dedicated initiative aimed at addressing the increasing issue of anti-social

and illegal use of off-road 4x4 vehicles and motorbikes. These activities have caused significant

disruption to local forestry and wildlife habitats, threatening the balance of delicate ecosystems and

impacting the safety and enjoyment of these areas for local communities and visitors alike.

The operation brings together law enforcement, forestry management teams, environmental

agencies, and community stakeholders to tackle the problem head-on. By combining enforcement,

education, and prevention strategies, Operation Trailblaze seeks to restore order to affected areas,

protect wildlife, and ensure that these natural spaces are preserved for future generations.

Through targeted patrols, public awareness campaigns, and collaboration with residents, the

operation aims to reduce the damage caused by irresponsible off-road activities, emphasizing the

importance of respectful and lawful use of shared natural resources.

What can you do to help?

We are asking for your help to tackle the ongoing issue of anti-social driving in our local forestry and

wildlife areas. If you see any 4x4 vehicles or off-road motorbikes being used irresponsibly, please

report it to us.

Your information is vital in helping us identify and address this behaviour, which is causing significant

harm to the environment, wildlife, and the safety of others.

To report sightings, please provide as much detail as possible, including:

- The location of the incident

- The time and date

- A description of the vehicles or individuals involved

You can report anonymously if you prefer. Together, we can protect our natural spaces and ensure

they remain safe and enjoyable for everyone.

Call 101 for non-emergency enquiries.

If you have a hearing or speech impairment, use our textphone service on 18001 101.

Call 999 in emergency situations like these:

 there is an immediate danger to life.

 someone is using violence or is threatening to be violent.

 a road traffic collision where life is at risk, or the road is blocked.

 a crime is happening right now, like a house burglary or a theft.

tel:101
tel:999


If you accidentally dial 999, please stay on the line and tell the operator you’re safe and that no

crime has occurred.

Hearing or speech impairments

 If you have a hearing or speech impairment and you’ve pre-registered with

the emergencySMS service, you can use our textphone service 18000 or text us on 999.

 If you're a British Sign Language (BSL) user, you can call 999 BSL to use a remote BSL

interpreter.

Silent 999 calls

 If you're in danger but you can't talk on the phone, you should still call 999, then follow

these instructions.

Community messenger

We are committed to keeping the public informed about the progress of Operation Trailblaze. To do

this, we will be using Community Messenger to share regular updates on our activities, including

enforcement actions, patrols, and successes in tackling anti-social driving.

These updates will help ensure transparency, build community confidence, and highlight the

important role you play in protecting our local forestry and wildlife habitats. Stay tuned to

Community Messenger for the latest news and ways you can continue to support this initiative.

Together, we can make a positive difference.

Sign up for updates here - Home Page - North Yorkshire Community Messaging

Property marking DNA kits for farms and rural locations.

Farms across North Yorkshire and York are being protected by advanced forensic marking

technology | North Yorkshire Police

The rural team are now trained in the property marking DNA kits and will be visiting farms to assist

with these.  If you wish to have property marked, please contact

Jamie.Manson@northyorkshire.police.uk

https://www.relayuk.bt.com/how-to-use-relay-uk/contact-999-using-relay-uk.html
https://999bsl.co.uk/
tel:999
https://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/contact/how-to-make-a-silent-999-call/
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mailto:Jamie.Manson@northyorkshire.police.uk


When and how to call us

Contact NYP Information

Please scan this QR code to access information

about how and when to contact North

Yorkshire Police.  When to phone 999 or 101

etc…

Or click this link - Contact us | North Yorkshire

Police

How to contact your local team

PC 672 Manson

Jamie.Manson@northyorkshire.police.uk

07741175623

PCSO 5208 Ria Lockey –07741174576 -

ria.lockey@northyorkshire.police.uk

PCSO 6780 Anna Wilkinson – 07741174524 -

anna.wilkinson@northyorkshire.police.uk

Useful Contact Numbers

North Yorkshire Council Services can be reported

online at www.northyorks.gov.uk

NYC Highways 0300 131 2 131

NYC Dog Warden 0300 131 2 131

NYC Noise Complaint 0300 131 2 131

NYC Food Safety Report 0300 131 2 131

NYC Community Safety 0300 131 2 131

NHS 111

Action Fraud 0300 123 2040

North Yorkshire Community Messenger

This is a free email alert service from North

Yorkshire Police. Our local teams use the system to

let you know what's happening in your area.

 You can sign up to receive alerts about

events, crime appeals, safety advice and

much more.

 The alerts can be tailored to where you live

and work.

 You can unsubscribe at any time.

When you sign up, you'll be able to select the type

of alerts you'd like to receive, including:

 various watch schemes for business owners

 a monthly fraud round-up newsletter. 

Sign up here -

https://www.northyorkshirecommunitymessagi

Would you like a member of Police staff of

volunteer to attend your event?

Filey SNT & or Police Volunteers would like to attend

some of the local events in your area to provide

information on topics such as Fraud, Crime

Prevention, rural safety etc.  This would not be a

formal presentation and we can tailor the

information to each particular event.

If you are aware of any meetings taking place which

you think suitable, please let us know Dates and

Place and Times and we will endeavour to get to

some of them.  Please email

matthew.hazelwood@northyorkshire.police.uk

if you would like more information or to book the

volunteers. 

https://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us-beta/contact-us/
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ng.co.uk/#signup-section



Scalby Town Council, Hackness Group PC and

Staintondale PC Report (June incidents)

July 2025 meetings



All crime figures below are for the same period from each year.   This gives a comparison as to the

same point in this year, when compared to the previous 2 years.  For example, the figures below

on this month’s report are from 1
st

 January to 30
th

 June for the years 2023 through to 2025.

Total crime figures for Scalby & Hackness for 2025 and the previous two years.

Scalby etc… 2023 2024 2025 Grand Total

Arson & Criminal Damage 5 6 5 16

Burglary 4 3 4 11

Drug Offences 2 3 1 6

Fraud 8 5 2 15

Misc Crimes Against Society 1 0 2 3

Possession Of Weapons 0 0 3 3

Public Order Offences 3 8 6 17

Robbery 1 1 0 2

Sexual Offences 5 1 5 11

Theft 3 5 4 12

Vehicle Offences 3 7 1 11

Violence Against The Person 30 37 37 104

Grand Total 65 76 70 211

Total crime figures for 2025 for the whole area covered by Filey NPT (Filey & Eastfield Police

Stations) for 2025 and the previous two years

2023 2024 2025 Grand Total

Arson & Criminal Damage 151 131 113 395

Burglary 23 27 27 77

Drug Offences 28 33 32 93

Fraud 61 50 16 127

Misc Crimes Against Society 22 27 32 81

Possession Of Weapons 7 9 14 30

Public Order Offences 89 67 71 227

Robbery 2 2 4 8

Sexual Offences 63 58 52 173

Theft 113 121 106 340

Vehicle Offences 22 36 29 87

Violence Against The Person 492 528 477 1497

Grand Total 1073 1089 973 3135

If you wish to look at further details relating to the crime figures, please visit

 and search for your relevant area.



Which areas are covered from Filey and Eastfield Police Stations?

The areas in blue and yellow – covered from Eastfield Police station.  Areas in green – covered from

Filey Police Station.

There were 76 incidents reported in your area during June.  Incidents of note are as follows: -

11/06/2025 16:01 – A two vehicle minor-injury RTC occurred on A171 High Street in Cloughton at

the junction with Newlands Road.  Two people were taken to hospital to be checked over.

18/06/2025 08:54 – A burglary was reported from Scalby Road in Scalby whereby joinery and

electrical tools worth several thousand pounds were alleged to have been stolen from a house under

renovation.  Please report any information and quote incident 12250110082.

22/06/2025 13:35 – A motorbike and car RTC occurred at the junction with Field Lane and Coastal

Road.  The bike rider suffered serious injuries but non-life-threatening injuries. 



OP TRAILBLAZE: An Initiative to Tackle Off-Road Vehicle Disruption in

Forestry Areas

Introduction to Operation Trailblaze

Operation Trailblaze is a dedicated initiative aimed at addressing the increasing issue of anti-social

and illegal use of off-road 4x4 vehicles and motorbikes. These activities have caused significant

disruption to local forestry and wildlife habitats, threatening the balance of delicate ecosystems and

impacting the safety and enjoyment of these areas for local communities and visitors alike.

The operation brings together law enforcement, forestry management teams, environmental

agencies, and community stakeholders to tackle the problem head-on. By combining enforcement,

education, and prevention strategies, Operation Trailblaze seeks to restore order to affected areas,

protect wildlife, and ensure that these natural spaces are preserved for future generations.

Through targeted patrols, public awareness campaigns, and collaboration with residents, the

operation aims to reduce the damage caused by irresponsible off-road activities, emphasizing the

importance of respectful and lawful use of shared natural resources.

What can you do to help?

We are asking for your help to tackle the ongoing issue of anti-social driving in our local forestry and

wildlife areas. If you see any 4x4 vehicles or off-road motorbikes being used irresponsibly, please

report it to us.

Your information is vital in helping us identify and address this behaviour, which is causing significant

harm to the environment, wildlife, and the safety of others.

To report sightings, please provide as much detail as possible, including:

- The location of the incident

- The time and date

- A description of the vehicles or individuals involved

You can report anonymously if you prefer. Together, we can protect our natural spaces and ensure

they remain safe and enjoyable for everyone.

Call 101 for non-emergency enquiries.

If you have a hearing or speech impairment, use our textphone service on 18001 101.

Call 999 in emergency situations like these:

 there is an immediate danger to life.

 someone is using violence or is threatening to be violent.

 a road traffic collision where life is at risk, or the road is blocked.

 a crime is happening right now, like a house burglary or a theft.

tel:101
tel:999


If you accidentally dial 999, please stay on the line and tell the operator you’re safe and that no

crime has occurred.

Hearing or speech impairments

 If you have a hearing or speech impairment and you’ve pre-registered with

the emergencySMS service, you can use our textphone service 18000 or text us on 999.

 If you're a British Sign Language (BSL) user, you can call 999 BSL to use a remote BSL

interpreter.

Silent 999 calls

 If you're in danger but you can't talk on the phone, you should still call 999, then follow

these instructions.

Community messenger

We are committed to keeping the public informed about the progress of Operation Trailblaze. To do

this, we will be using Community Messenger to share regular updates on our activities, including

enforcement actions, patrols, and successes in tackling anti-social driving.

These updates will help ensure transparency, build community confidence, and highlight the

important role you play in protecting our local forestry and wildlife habitats. Stay tuned to

Community Messenger for the latest news and ways you can continue to support this initiative.

Together, we can make a positive difference.

Sign up for updates here - Home Page - North Yorkshire Community Messaging

Property marking DNA kits for farms and rural locations.

Farms across North Yorkshire and York are being protected by advanced forensic marking

technology | North Yorkshire Police

The rural team are now trained in the property marking DNA kits and will be visiting farms to assist

with these.  If you wish to have property marked, please contact

Jamie.Manson@northyorkshire.police.uk

https://www.relayuk.bt.com/how-to-use-relay-uk/contact-999-using-relay-uk.html
https://999bsl.co.uk/
tel:999
https://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/contact/how-to-make-a-silent-999-call/
https://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/contact/how-to-make-a-silent-999-call/
https://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/news/north-yorkshire/news/news/2024/05-may/farms-across-north-yorkshire-and-york-are-being-protected-by-advanced-forensic-marking-technology/
https://www.northyorkshire.police.uk/news/north-yorkshire/news/news/2024/05-may/farms-across-north-yorkshire-and-york-are-being-protected-by-advanced-forensic-marking-technology/
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When and how to call us

Contact NYP Information

Please scan this QR code to access information

about how and when to contact North

Yorkshire Police.  When to phone 999 or 101

etc…

Or click this link - Contact us | North Yorkshire

Police

How to contact your local team

PC 672 Manson

Jamie.Manson@northyorkshire.police.uk
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PCSO 5208 Ria Lockey –07741174576 -

ria.lockey@northyorkshire.police.uk

PCSO 6780 Anna Wilkinson – 07741174524 -

anna.wilkinson@northyorkshire.police.uk

Useful Contact Numbers

North Yorkshire Council Services can be reported

online at www.northyorks.gov.uk

NYC Highways 0300 131 2 131

NYC Dog Warden 0300 131 2 131

NYC Noise Complaint 0300 131 2 131

NYC Food Safety Report 0300 131 2 131

NYC Community Safety 0300 131 2 131

NHS 111

Action Fraud 0300 123 2040

North Yorkshire Community Messenger

This is a free email alert service from North

Yorkshire Police. Our local teams use the system to

let you know what's happening in your area.

 You can sign up to receive alerts about

events, crime appeals, safety advice and

much more.

 The alerts can be tailored to where you live

and work.

 You can unsubscribe at any time.

When you sign up, you'll be able to select the type

of alerts you'd like to receive, including:

 various watch schemes for business owners

 a monthly fraud round-up newsletter. 

Sign up here -

https://www.northyorkshirecommunitymessagi

Would you like a member of Police staff of

volunteer to attend your event?

Filey SNT & or Police Volunteers would like to attend

some of the local events in your area to provide

information on topics such as Fraud, Crime

Prevention, rural safety etc.  This would not be a

formal presentation and we can tailor the

information to each particular event.

If you are aware of any meetings taking place which

you think suitable, please let us know Dates and

Place and Times and we will endeavour to get to

some of them.  Please email

matthew.hazelwood@northyorkshire.police.uk

if you would like more information or to book the

volunteers. 
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Europa Oil & Gas Ltd – Planning application NY/2025/0030/ENV

Newby and Scalby Town Council last considered this matter at its meeting

on the 22nd April 2025.  The planning application has not been considered

by North Yorkshire Council yet and we understand that it is likely to be

considered at their meeting in October.

In the meantime, Europa Oil and Gas limited have submitted an application

to the Environment Agency for the permit that Europa would require if they

were granted planning permission.  The application is highly detailed and

technical and many of the required documents have not been available to

the public for consultation until recently.  As a result, the Environment

Agency have had to extend the consultation period until the 7th October

2025.  They also held a drop-in session at Burniston on the 3rd of

September, which was publicised by Newby and Scalby Town Council.

The parish councils joint working group have done a great deal of work in

investigating the Environment Agency application documents.

Unfortunately, poor health over the Summer has prevented me from

contributing and I am unable, therefore, to present a report of my own to the

Town Council.  I am extremely grateful to Cloughton Parish Council,

therefore, for allowing me sight of the report due to go to their next meeting

and for permission to place it on Newby and Scalby’s September agenda.

Cllr. Karen Fanthorpe, of Cloughton, has very kindly agreed to attend our

meeting to answer any questions from councillors.

Helen Bore

11th September 2025
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Report to:       Cloughton Parish Council

Report from:  Cllr Karen Fanthorpe

Subject:            Environment Agency Consultation re Europa Proposal

Date:                 15
th

 September, 2025

Section 1:  Purpose of Report

Parish Councillors received a verbal report at the meeting on 1
st

 September relating to the

Environment Agency’s consultation on the application from Europa Oil & Gas for a drilling facility to

be established in Burniston.

Councillors were advised of the intention for Cloughton Parish Council to make a submission to the

EA along with neighbouring councils from Burniston and Newby & Scalby.  This submission would be

the opportunity to ask a number of questions which are in accordance with the concerns raised

previously from local residents.   The questions arise from the many documents submitted by Europa

to the EA about the technical aspects of their proposal.

Following discussion, Councillors agreed that an Extraordinary Meeting should be held in order to

review, debate and agree the content of the proposed submission prior to it being sent.

Section 2:  Introduction

Europa Oil & Gas (EOG) have to apply for environmental permits relating to different aspects of their

proposal.

As part of the process of reviewing the permit applications, the EA has launched a consultation

process to seek public comments on the proposal.    The consultation was launched on 16
th

 July,

2025 with a closing date of 13
th

 August.  This was subsequently extended to 19
th

 September.

Much of the detail contained in the various documents is very specialist.  The approach being taken,

therefore, is to highlight issues of concern to the EA as they are the organisation which has access to

the relevant expertise/technical knowledge to be able to determine whether the application is

reasonable in terms of its impact on the local communities.

The EA is very strict about its remit and what it has authority to consider.  It is also clear that, in the

event that all legal requirements are met, the Agency is obliged to issue permits to the company.

The EA has confirmed that it will respond to the questions raised.  We hope, therefore, that this will

give us the opportunity at a later date to share information with our local residents about the issues

we know are of concern to them.

Our questions relate, in the main, to the EA’s authority in terms of the criteria “the shape and use of

the land around the site in terms of its potential impact, whether that impact is acceptable and what

pollution control or abatement may be required”.

We have, however, also identified some information which we think the EA may not be aware of via

the application.

The EA held a public open meeting for residents to attend on 3
rd

 September.  There was a good

attendance from local councillors and residents and the EA fielded national experts as part of their

team.  It was acknowledged that there is a high level of public interest in this proposal and the EA

billed this as an opportunity to ask questions and raise issues directly with their representatives.
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One of the key outcomes from the open event was that the EA has issued a Schedule 5 document to

EOG which requires them to provide considerable extra information on a range of issues.  This

document has been attached to this report so that councillors can see the range and depth of

information that is required.

The EA has set a response date of 15
th

 September for this information.  As the consultation period

closes on 19
th

 September, it will be virtually impossible for the additional information to be shared

and reviewed in time for it to be included in any responses.  For this reason (and because the open

event highlighted the absence of some key documents that were not on the EA website), the three

councils have requested an extension to the consultation.  The outcome of this request is awaited.

The following section of the document, which is shown in italics, is the proposed wording for the

submission from Cloughton Parish Council.

Section 3:  Proposed Submission

Cloughton Parish Council is submitting this document as part of the Environment Agency’s

consultation on the application EPR/YP3623LC/A001.

Members of the Council are not experts in the scientific specialties of geology, chemistry and

engineering and are, therefore, looking to the EA as the organisation which has access to the

relevant knowledge and expertise to consider the technical aspects of this proposal.

We are, however, knowledgeable about the concerns raised by our local residents and we are very

aware of the local environmental concerns which arise from this proposal.

Much of the mitigation provided as part of the planning application process has relied upon the

temporary & reversible nature of the risks involved in this project.  Councillors refute this vehemently.

The potential for the project to last up to 3 years (and up to 2 decades if they move to full operation)

is not a temporary situation for our residents.  Damage done to our environment may not be

reversible.  We have a duty to protect the area in which we live.

We hope our questions and contribution will assist the EA in undertaking a rigorous assessment of

the permit application.   We understand that, in the event that all legal requirements are met, that

you are obliged to issue permits.  If this is the case, it will be very helpful to receive the answers to

our questions so that we can communicate this information to the residents we serve.

Our questions have been organised into three sections – local environmental concerns, risk of seismic

damage and the mining waste facility.  In preparing our response, Councillors are mindful of the

types of concerns which you are able take account of (and those that you are not).  We consider that

the concerns we are raising are relevant to your assessment in terms of your criteria “The shape and

use of the land around the site in terms of its potential impact, whether that impact is acceptable

and what pollution controls/abatement may be required”.

It is worth reiterating that we do not consider Burniston to be a suitable location for this proposal

because of its rurality, the importance of protecting its beauty & tranquillity and its close proximity

to a residential area.   All these features were strongly reflected in our submission to the planning

application process still to be considered by North Yorkshire Council.

Our submission also brings to your  attention information which you have not been made aware of in

the application.   In particular, we are raising the absence of any detail about the risks of seismic

damage in Europa’s application and highlighing a list of receptors which are vulnerable to impact.
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We are grateful for the opportunity to bring these questions to your attention and hope that our

contribution is helpful.

Issue 1:  Local Environmental Issues of Concern

Context 1:  The EA submitted an objection to North Yorkshire County Council in respect of the

construction of this well site (14
th

 May, 2025).    The recommendation to refuse the planning

application was based on “an unacceptable risk to groundwater”.  The EA considered that there was

an “unacceptable risk of causing a detrimental impact to groundwater quality because there is the

potential for vertical migration of pollutants to ground water in the overlying aquifer”.

Councillors understand that this objection has subsequently been withdrawn in response to

additional information from EOG, presumably linked to the requirement to provide a detailed

construction method statement.

Context 2:  the Surface Water Management Plan has been reviewed but it contains little detail on

whether the perimeter ditch and the secondary containment system have sufficient storage capacity.

If not, overspill and contamination of groundwater is presumably a risk?

Context 3:  One of the documents submitted by EOG is their Environmental Impact Assessment.  This

lists 3 risks which are described as having a high impact (defined as a major environmental incident).

One of these risks (“Indirect input to groundwater from well”) is also listed a risk which has a high

probability of occurring (“emissions to groundwater”).

The very real possibility of a major environmental incident occurring in relation to our groundwater is

of major concern to residents.

Context 4:  the location of this site, with its range of risks, must be considered in terms of the

population which could be affected.

Burniston Parish Council has provided the following details about the sensitive receptors which would

be affected – this confirms a much greater number of people living locally than previous documents

have detailed.

 37 homes within 500m – the nearest one being on the perimeter of the site

 920 people living inside 1km

 2785 people within 2km

 9784 people within 3km

As a result, we consider that the site should be covered by some sort of designation that would bring

with it the need for Major Incident Planning and exercising to address the significant risks associated

with the operation of this site.

Context 5:  the incineration of natural gas will include venting straight into the atmosphere via the

shrouded flare stack.  Out understanding is that natural gas contains an array of toxic hydrocarbon

gasses and organic sulphurs which will be highly inflammable, odorous and reactive.  The

consequences of human error, equipment failure or accidents resulting in an explosion or fire is of

major concern.  It should be noted that this community has very recent experience of the

consequences of uncontrolled fires nearby on the moors.  This is something we must seek to avoid

whilst also being prepared to respond.
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EOG has stated in its Environmental Risk Assessment that a fire risk is “not significant”.  Given the

location of this site alongside a residential area, open fields and woodland we are asking the EA to

address this risk in more detail.

Context 6:  in the Odour Management Plan, EOG state that “due to the nature of the fluids and the

fluids having been exposed to the conditions of the wellbore and formation, there is the potential for

odours to be present within the fluids when stored at surface withing the stock tanks”  There is a

suggestion that odours will only be investigated if there is a complaint from the public.

Context 7: EOG has stated in its application that no baseline monitoring of air quality has taken

place.  It also states that only two ambient air quality monitoring locations will be used.  This suggest

that the EA is being expected to issue permits based on a small amount of data that is very localised

to the proposed site.

Question 1 – is the EA satisfied that the risk of causing contamination to the groundwater has

been fully addressed?  If so, on what basis has this revised position been reached?

Question 2 – will the EA set a realistic cut off point (ie maxium volume) for the flaring of gas on a

daily basis and how would this be monitored and reported?

Question 3 – will the EA address the potential risk of fire/explosion on the site from the flaring

operation by requiring EOG to be much more specific in terms of mitigation to reduce the potential

of occurrence and severity of risk?  An emergency response plan which involves local residents and

emergency services would seem to be essential.

Question 4:  will the EA require EOG to be much more precise in their assessment of the process

leading to odours being produced and will it be a condition of any permit that they are required to

report to an external agency when routine monitoring of odours exceeds a permissible level?

Question 5:  will the EA consider setting a condition that regular but random monitoring data be

collected over a wider area and for a period of months prior to the construction starting and that

this monitoring is undertaken by an agency that is independent of the EOG company?

Issue 2:  Risk of seismic damage

Context 1:  The submissions from EOG do not include a detailed deep structure analysis.  Despite

repeated requests, Europa continues to maintain that consideration of geological matters is not part

of the local planning approval process but, instead, occurs later and through other authorities.

This seems to be in direct contravention of the published local plan in which an understanding of the

geological context is clearly required.  We would expect there to be a legal (or at least civic)

obligation to know and present detailed subsurface information as part of the proposal.

It seems inconceivable that Europa has not carried out a survey of the deep geological structures in

order to decide the site from which to drill and the direction(s) in which to pursue extraction.

We are pleased to see that in your “Notice of Request for More Information” (Schedule 5) that you

have asked for more detailed information about the geological sub structure.

Context 2:  The Waste Management Plan document submitted by Europa to the EA describes the

Proppant Squeeze process as 4 treatments of 300 – 500 cubic meter pretreatment at 9000psi,

resulting in the total volume of proppant squeeze and diluent of </= 2000l of contaminated fluid".
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At the Cuadrilla site at Preston New Road, Lancashire, there was induced seismic activity using one

treatment of almost half the amount EOG are proposing.

Context 3:  the proposal that there will be 4 treatments at this site is, we believe, new information

which was not specified in the planning application to NYC.   It will, surely, quadruple the risk of

seismic damage occurring in our community?

Context 4:  EA Research – the EA has produced a research report that specifically investigates various

types of methods used in the Oil & Gas industry.  The report “Potential Environmental Impacts from

Techniques to Enhance Rock Permeability” considers different volumes of fracking and the use of

Carbon Dioxide (which EOG has put forward as an alternative method for the Burniston site).  The

conclusion of the research is that there is insufficient data although it is known that using Co2

produced larger fractures with more secondary fractures than is achieved with high volume fracking.

Question 6:  what is the EA’s expert opinion on the complexity of geological structures which exist

beneath the ground being considered and what is the EA’s assessment of the potential for seismic

damage as a result of the Europa proposal?

Question 7: is the EA fully satisfied that EOG can prove the safety of using a Proppant Squeeze

technique (or CO2) if the EA as a body has published research which concludes there is insufficient

data to prove either way?

Issue 3:  Mining Waste Facility

Context 1:  The EA documents refer to an underground waste facility off Barmoor Lane, Scalby,

hitherto unknown.  This development would be of a significant size and scale.  This facility will hold

50- 70% of the proppant squeeze and thus </=1400litres contaminated fluid" 'within the rock

formation for an indefinite period.  This brings this aspect into the “after closure” phase and is part of

the entire life cycle of the drilling proposal.

It has been stated that there will be a gradual deterioration of the fluid over time.

This facility was NOT included in the original application being considered by North Yorkshire Council

and this fact is being brought to the attention of the EA.

Barmoor Lane is a long way from the drill head site and, under the EA’s criteria relating to “the shape

and use of the land around the site”, we would suggest that this facility cannot be considered simply

as part of the bid to the EA for permits.  We would  it is argue that it is an entirely separate site which

should be subject to a separate planning application.   A full planning application process would give

the proper opportunity for scrutiny from local residents and the relevant authorities.

Context 2: In their application, EOG has firmly argued that this facility should not be classed as a

Category A Mineral & Waste Facility which may well be the case.  It is also doubtful that it would

meet the criteria for a COMAH site.   Nevertheless, councillors believe there is a compelling argument

that this whole proposal (ie the wellhead and the mining facility) should be covered by a designated

status that brings with it responsibilities for off site safety.

Question 8:   Has the EA considered the requirement for off site safety requiring a mult-agency

planning and response and, if so, what recommendation will it put forward?

Question 9:  should the development of an underground waste facility be subject to a full planning

application so that the impact of this proposal can be properly considered by the relevant

authorities with input from local residents?
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Question 10:  what is the EA’s assessment of proppant squeeze fluid being left underground

indefinitely?  Is there knowledge about any damage to the rock formation which may occur as the

fluid deteriorates?

Summary

The Parish Councillors who have reviewed all the supporting documents are not experts in the

scientific specialties of geology, chemistry and engineering.  Nevertheless, we have spent

considerable time and effort in producing questions which we believe reflect the local environmental

factors of concern to our residents.

Section 4:  Recommendations for Councillors

1. Councillors are asked to review and debate the content of the proposed submission and

offer suggested amendments as a result.

2. Councillors are asked to consider giving permission in principle to submit the document by

the required deadline on the understanding that any amendments will be incorporated.

Cllr Karen Fanthorpe

10
th

 September, 2025
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Sent by email:    
 

DDI:  
+44 (0)20 7516 2200 
Email:  
sba@pkf-l.com  
Date:  
14 August 2025 
Ref:  
AS/47131/SAAA/NY0408 

  

NEWBY AND SCALBY TOWN COUNCIL: Objections to the AGAR for the year ended 31 March 2024  

Dear  

Thank you for your email and attached letter of objection dated 5 August 2024 in connection with 
Newby and Scalby Town Council (the Council). You have raised matters in respect of the 2023/24 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). 

We wrote to you on 6 March 2025 to inform you that three of your eligible objections had been 
accepted for further consideration. We have written to the Council and received its formal response 
and all of the additional information that we requested, including legal advice received by the Council, 
which is subject to Legal Professional Privilege. All documents material to our decisions on the 
accepted objections are in the public domain or have previously been shared with you, except the 
legal advice received by the Council. 

You have asked us to consider reporting on these matters in a public interest report and to consider 
the lawfulness of the items of account in 2023/24. We have considered whether each accepted 
objection should be included in a public interest report and whether we should apply for a declaration 
under section 28(3) of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the 2014 Act) in respect of 
Objection 1.  

Our decisions following consideration of the accepted objections under Step 3 of the National Audit 
Office’s Auditor Guidance Note 04 are set out below: 

 

Objection 1: You object to the expenditure during the year on legal and professional fees of 
£5,665.70 and repayment of grants totalling £27,532.51 which led to a member of staff being 
made redundant. 

Findings: This objection relates to items of account in Box 6 of the Accounting Statements.  

We note that the objection has been accepted insofar as it relates to the lawfulness of the 
payments referred to. 

mailto:sba@pkf-l.com
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The Council has provided a list of nine items that make up its expenditure during 2023/24 on 
legal and professional fees together with dates of payment approval and the relevant minute 
number for the Council’s approval. 

The Council has the powers to take and pay for legal advice. This right is a necessary incident 
to its functions as a public authority (s111, Local Government Act 1972), as well as a logical 
consequence of its power to take legal proceedings (s222, Local Government Act 1972). 

We note that the Council commissioned Maoni Consulting to support an internal review of the 
grant application to the Woodsmith Foundation and governance and project delivery 
arrangements in January 2024. The resulting report is known as the ‘Maoni Report’ and 
following a decision by the Information Commissioner’s Office, this report is now publicly 
available on the Council’s website, with some redactions. 

As the report is publicly available, we have not reproduced any substantial elements in this 
decision letter. However, we note that the most pertinent points to considering this objection 
are set out in Recommendation 1: 

It is recommended that the purchase of the TV/stand and TV licence were in line with 
the project application and as such the funding for this expenditure of £1,192.72 
should be retained by the Council. 

Of the remaining balance of £20,807.28 from the grant payment, it is recommended 
that the Council consider negotiating a reasonable sum to include an element of 
staffing and venue costs for the Hub for the period January to December 2023 when 
some level of social activity for over-65s was being delivered, albeit not within the 
requirements of the grant award. 

The Council has noted that the Council authorised repayment of £1,559.06, being the 
remaining balance of the Sirius Small Capital and Training Grant to the Woodsmith Foundation 
in January 2024. The Council notes that a further repayment of £16,557.28 relating to the 
Supporting People 65+ grant was authorised at its meeting on 2 February 2024. (Minute 
28/24.1). Both repayments were reported at the Council meeting held on 14 February 2024 
(Minutes 31/24.1 and 31/24.2 refer). 

The Council further notes that a total of £9,376.17 - comprising the unused balances of six 
separate grants from different funders, each restricted according to the funder’s criteria - was 
repaid to the respective organisations on 28 March 2024. These funds were returned as they 
were unlikely to be used, given that the Council no longer employed staff working in the areas 
covered by the terms and conditions of the grants. These repayments were authorised at the 
meeting on 20 March 2024. 

We note that, in our view, much of the objector’s commentary regards the Council’s actions 
with respect to the legal and professional services expenditure; commissioning a report to 
review the administration of a particular grant; and the return of various grants to different 
funders as being unreasonable. In terms of assessing whether the Council has taken a rational 
approach in deciding to spend funds on legal and professional fees and returning grants to the 
relevant funders, we considered whether the Council has acted reasonably1.   

 
1 In assessing whether the actions of an authority have been unreasonable, the term 'unreasonable' has a 
special meaning in law. An authority acts 'unreasonably' or 'irrationally' when its actions are so unreasonable 
that no reasonable person could have made that decision. This is known as the ‘Wednesbury unreasonableness 
principle’ (Associated Provincial Picture Houses Ltd. v Wednesbury Corporation [1948]). In that case, the court 
held that it could not intervene to overturn the decision of the defendant simply because the court disagreed 
with it. Where Parliament has given local authorities a discretion as to their decisions/actions, that discretion 
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We note that the Council has taken legal advice of various types throughout 2023/24. We 
further note that the Council has followed the recommendation of the Maoni Report when 
repaying the largest grant funding amount that it had received. We also consider that the 
Council’s decision to extend this recommendation to refunding other grants received, for 
similar reasons, was reasonable. 

We therefore consider that the expenditure related to the legal and professional services and 
the repayment of grants to relevant funders to be policy decisions by the Council. 

Conclusion: We do not uphold this objection. 

 

Objection 3: You object to the Council’s response given in Assertion 8 of the Annual 
Governance Statement, in relation to the Council’s failure to consider potential legal costs 
and damages relating to various ongoing legal actions that the Council is involved in. 

Findings: This objection relates to the response given in Assertion 8 of the Annual Governance 
Statement.  

The Practitioners’ Guide includes the following mandatory requirement for a positive response 
to Assertion 8:  

1.41 Significant events — The authority needs to have considered if any events that 
occurred during the financial year (or after the year-end), have consequences, or 
potential consequences, on the authority’s finances. If any such events are identified, 
the authority then needs to determine whether the financial consequences need to be 
reflected in the statement of accounts.  

We note that the PG provides the following non-mandatory guidance: 

5.107. The authority needs to have considered if any events that occurred during the 
financial year (or after the year-end), have consequences, or potential consequences, 
on the authority’s finances. If any such events are identified, the authority then needs 
to determine whether the financial consequences need to be reflected in the 
statement of accounts.  

5.109. For authorities accounting on an income and expenditure basis, the review of 
significant events should also cover events that occurred after the financial year-end 
but before the accounting statements are approved by the authority. 

The Council comments that the 2023/24 accounts and the AGAR were both approved at a 
meeting on 8 May 2024 and that the formal ET1 claim form concerning the employment 
tribunal was received on 21 May 2024, after approval of the AGAR. The Council acknowledges 
that it considered the possibility of an employment tribunal and made appropriate disclosures 
in line with the information available at the time. 

The Council further comments that it reasonably considered its disclosure obligations under 
Assertion 8 and concluded that the level of information available did not warrant any 
additional accounting recognition beyond the contingent liability that the Council noted when 
it was preparing the accounts. 

We note that: 

 
may be exercised in different ways according to honestly and reasonably held opinion. It is not the court’s job to 
substitute its own opinion for that of the local authority. This principle applies equally to auditors who are 
fulfilling their public audit responsibilities. 
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• it is not possible to respond ‘No’ to Assertion 8 if the Council has given consideration to 
relevant events; and  

• there is no way of reflecting unquantifiable potential financial consequences in the 
Council’s AGAR, since the Accounting Statements have no Box in which contingent 
liabilities or provisions can be included. 

As a result, in our view, a ‘Yes’ response to Assertion 8 by the Council is appropriate.  

Conclusion: We do not uphold this objection. 

 

Objection 4: You object to the Council’s response given in Assertion 3 of the Annual 
Governance Statement, in relation to the Council’s failure to comply with the legislation 
regarding the use of the General Power of Competence in pursuing legal action against a 
former Chair, appointing a consultant and accusing a county councillor of assault in its 
minutes. 

Findings: This objection relates to the response given in Assertion 3 of the Annual Governance 
Statement.  

We note that section 1 of the Localism Act 2011 includes the following: 

1 Local authority's general power of competence 

(1) A local authority has power to do anything that individuals generally may do. 

(2) Subsection (1) applies to things that an individual may do even though they are 
in nature, extent or otherwise— 

(a) unlike anything the authority may do apart from subsection (1), or 

(b) unlike anything that other public bodies may do. 

(3) In this section “individual” means an individual with full capacity. 

(4) Where subsection (1) confers power on the authority to do something, it 
confers power (subject to sections 2 to 4) to do it in any way whatever, including— 

(a) power to do it anywhere in the United Kingdom or elsewhere, 

(b) power to do it for a commercial purpose or otherwise for a charge, or 
without charge, and 

(c) power to do it for, or otherwise than for, the benefit of the authority, its area 
or persons resident or present in its area. 

The Practitioners’ Guide also includes the following mandatory requirement for a positive 
response to Assertion 3: 

1.22 Acting within its powers — All authorities’ actions are controlled by statute. 
Therefore, appropriate decision-making processes need to be in place to ensure that 
all activities undertaken fall within an authority’s powers to act. Authorities need to 
have robust procedures in place to prevent any decisions or payments being made that 
are ultra vires, i.e. that the authority does not have the lawful power to make. The 
exercise of legal powers needs always to be carried out reasonably. For that reason, 
authorities making decisions need always to understand the power(s) they are 
exercising in the context of their decision making.  
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1.25 Actions during the year — An authority needs to have satisfied itself that it has not 
taken any decision during the year, or authorised any action, that exceeds its powers or 
contravenes any laws, regulations, or proper practices. 

We note that we have already considered the following: 

• the Council’s powers regarding taking legal advice/legal proceedings and other 
professional services (Objection 1); and  

• the meaning of reasonableness in Council decision making (Objection 1); 

In relation to the final point, the Council notes that the original minute (58/24.7) from the 
Council’s meeting on 8 March 2024 stated that a complaint should be submitted to the 
Monitoring Officer concerning several matters, including an allegation of assault.  

The Council further notes that following the original wording of Minute 58/24.7, the county 
councillor’s solicitors issued a letter on 28 May 2024 indicating a potential defamation claim. 
The Council notes that, acting on advice from the Yorkshire Local Councils Association, it 
formally amended the relevant minute at its meeting on 12 July 2024 (Minute 114/24.1) to read: 

“58/24. 7 Resolved Clerk to send a complaint to the Monitoring Officer from the full 
Council in respect of North Yorkshire Councillor Sharma breaching the Code of 
Conduct by virtue of his conduct.” 

The Council also notes that no further communication has been received from Councillor 
Sharma’s solicitors. 

We therefore conclude that it was appropriate for the Council to answer ‘Yes’ to Assertion 3.  

Conclusion: We do not uphold this objection. 

 

Having considered whether each accepted objection should be included in a public interest report 
and whether we should apply for a declaration under section 28(3) of the 2014 Act in respect of 
Objection 1, we have decided not to take either course of action.  

Please note that there is no right of appeal against a decision not to issue a public interest report in 
respect of any of the objections. With regard to Objection 1, you have a right to appeal our decision 
not to apply for a declaration under section 28(3) of the 2014 Act. Should you wish to do so, you must 
appeal to the High Court within the period of 21 days beginning with the day after you receive this 
statement of written reasons. 

At this stage, we would like to remind both you and the Council of the need to ensure compliance with 
relevant data protection legislation (including GDPR). This could include, for example, redacting 
personal information (such as the objector’s name, address or other identifying information) from any 
subsequent publication or sharing of the objections and related correspondence. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
PKF Littlejohn LLP 
 
cc Newby and Scalby Town Council c/o Town Clerk 
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NEWBY AND SCALBY TOWN COUNCIL: Objections to the AGAR for the year ended 31 March 2024  

Dear  

Thank you for your email and attached letter of objection dated 8 August 2024 in connection with 
Newby and Scalby Town Council (the Council). You have raised matters in respect of the 2023/24 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). 

We wrote to you on 6 March 2025 to inform you that three of your eligible objections had been 
accepted for further consideration. We have written to the Council and received its formal response 
and all of the additional information that we requested, including legal advice received by the Council, 
which is subject to Legal Professional Privilege. All documents material to our decisions on the 
accepted objections are in the public domain or have previously been shared with you, except the 
legal advice received by the Council. 

You have not asked us to consider reporting on these matters in a public interest report or to consider 
the lawfulness of the items of account in 2023/24; however, we have considered whether each 
accepted objection should be included in a public interest report and whether we should apply for a 
declaration under section 28(3) of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the 2014 Act) in 
respect of Objection 3.  

Our decisions following consideration of the accepted objections under Step 3 of the National Audit 
Office’s Auditor Guidance Note 04 are set out below: 

 

Objection 3: You object to the repayment of grants totalling £27,532.51 which led to a 
member of staff being made redundant and services to the community being reduced. 

Findings: This objection relates to items of account in Box 6 of the Accounting Statements.  

We note that the objection has been accepted insofar as it relates to the lawfulness of the 
payments referred to. 

mailto:sba@pkf-l.com
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We note that the Council commissioned Maoni Consulting to support an internal review of the 
grant application to the Woodsmith Foundation and governance and project delivery 
arrangements in January 2024. The resulting report is known as the ‘Maoni Report’ and 
following a decision by the Information Commissioner’s Office, this report is now publicly 
available on the Council’s website, with some redactions. 

As the report is publicly available, we have not reproduced any substantial elements in this 
decision letter. However, we note that the most pertinent points to considering this objection 
are set out in Recommendation 1: 

It is recommended that the purchase of the TV/stand and TV licence were in line with 
the project application and as such the funding for this expenditure of £1,192.72 
should be retained by the Council. 

Of the remaining balance of £20,807.28 from the grant payment, it is recommended 
that the Council consider negotiating a reasonable sum to include an element of 
staffing and venue costs for the Hub for the period January to December 2023 when 
some level of social activity for over-65s was being delivered, albeit not within the 
requirements of the grant award. 

The Council has noted that the Council authorised repayment of £1,559.06, being the 
remaining balance of the Sirius Small Capital and Training Grant to the Woodsmith Foundation 
in January 2024. The Council notes that a further repayment of £16,557.28 relating to the 
Supporting People 65+ grant was authorised at its meeting on 2 February 2024. (Minute 
28/24.1). Both repayments were reported at the Council meeting held on 14 February 2024 
(Minutes 31/24.1 and 31/24.2 refer). 

The Council further notes that a total of £9,376.17 - comprising the unused balances of six 
separate grants from different funders, each restricted according to the funder’s criteria - was 
repaid to the respective organisations on 28 March 2024. These funds were returned as they 
were unlikely to be used, given that the Council no longer employed staff working in the areas 
covered by the terms and conditions of the grants. These repayments were authorised at the 
meeting on 20 March 2024. 

We note that, in our view, much of the objector’s commentary regards the Council’s actions 
with respect to commissioning a report to review the administration of a particular grant; and 
the return of various grants to different funders as being unreasonable. In terms of assessing 
whether the Council has taken a rational approach in deciding to spend funds on legal and 
professional fees and returning grants to the relevant funders, we considered whether the 
Council has acted reasonably1.   

We note that the Council has followed the recommendation of the Maoni Report when 
repaying the largest grant funding amount that it had received. We also consider that the 

 
1 In assessing whether the actions of an authority have been unreasonable, the term 'unreasonable' has a 
special meaning in law. An authority acts 'unreasonably' or 'irrationally' when its actions are so unreasonable 
that no reasonable person could have made that decision. This is known as the ‘Wednesbury unreasonableness 
principle’ (Associated Provincial Picture Houses Ltd. v Wednesbury Corporation [1948]). In that case, the court 
held that it could not intervene to overturn the decision of the defendant simply because the court disagreed 
with it. Where Parliament has given local authorities a discretion as to their decisions/actions, that discretion 
may be exercised in different ways according to honestly and reasonably held opinion. It is not the court’s job to 
substitute its own opinion for that of the local authority. This principle applies equally to auditors who are 
fulfilling their public audit responsibilities. 



3 
 

 
 www.pkf-l.com 

 

Council’s decision to extend this recommendation to refunding other grants received, for 
similar reasons, was reasonable. 

We therefore consider that the repayment of grants to relevant funders to be policy decisions 
by the Council. 

Conclusion: We do not uphold this objection. 

 

Objection 5: You object to the Council’s failure to comply with financial regulations (including 
FR 5.2) during the year in relation to the presentation of a schedule of payments and 
supporting invoices to the Council prior to authorisation. 

Findings: This objection relates to the response given in Assertion 2 of the Annual Governance 
Statement.  

The Council’s Financial Regulations (FR5.2) state the following:  

A schedule of the payments required, forming part of the Agenda for the Meeting, shall 
be prepared by the RFO and, together with the relevant invoices, be presented to 
Council. If the schedule is in order it shall be authorised by a resolution of the Council 
and shall be signed by the Chairman of the Meeting. If more appropriate the detail may 
be shown in the Minutes of the Meeting. 

The objector’s view is that when the Council authorises payments, it is not presented with 
relevant invoices. At the Finance agenda item, each councillor is provided with a spread sheet 
showing expenditure for the previous month (the spreadsheet has a white background and 
black type). The sheet contains a row titled ‘various’ which shows wages, HMRC payments 
and other expenditure. The individual breakdown of items under the heading ‘various’ is not 
seen by councillors.  

The objector further highlights that there is a second spreadsheet held by the Clerk with a pink 
background. This sheet contains a breakdown of items under the ‘various’ heading in the white 
spreadsheet. The pink spreadsheet is only seen by the Clerk and two councillors who are 
selected to carry out on-line bank authorisation, normally the Chairman and Vice Chair. No 
other councillors see the contents of the pink spread sheet. This means that the majority of 
councillors have authorised payments for items they are unaware of and that are hidden in the 
sheet with a pink background shown on the white spread sheet under the ‘various’ heading.  

The Council comments that the system of internal control in place is longstanding and subject 
to annual review. The processes used have consistently included presentation of a schedule 
of accounts for approval and provision of supporting documentation at meetings, thus 
fulfilling the requirements under FR 5.2. The Council further comments that its procedures 
include: 

• All invoices being brought to each meeting for inspection should any councillor wish to 
query them. 

• A schedule of accounts for payment being presented at meetings for Council approval. 
• Payment authorisations taking place either by cheque signature or (more recently) online 

banking authorisation. 
• The total amount approved being recorded in the meeting minutes. 

The Council has commented that until 10 May 2023, the schedule of payments presented at 
meetings included staffing costs such as wages, tax and pensions as itemised entries. 
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Following a recommendation from the Council’s Internal Auditor, this was revised at the 
meeting of 10 May 2023 (Minute 85/23.3 refers). 

The Council comments that consequently, from 1 June 2023, the schedule of payments was 
amended so that staffing payments were summarised on the front page under a single line 
(“Staffing (wages, HMRC, pensions)”), with itemised details on the reverse side of the 
schedule, marked in pink for confidentiality. The Council further comments that only the two 
authorised online bank signatories were provided with copies of the detailed breakdowns. 

With regard to the staffing payments, we note that the Practitioners’ Guide also includes the 
following mandatory requirement for a positive response to Assertion 2: 

1.16 Employment — The remuneration payable to all employees needs to be approved 
in advance by the authority. In addition to having robust payroll arrangements which 
cover the accuracy and legitimacy of payments of salaries and wages, and associated 
liabilities, the authority needs to ensure that it has complied with its duties under 
employment legislation and has met its pension obligations. 

Consequently, although councillors do not see the individual staffing payments, they will have 
already approved the remuneration under PG1.16.  

We therefore conclude that it was appropriate for the Council to answer ‘Yes’ to Assertion 2.  

Conclusion: We do not uphold this objection. 

 

Objection 8: You object to the Council’s accusation of defamation in the solicitor’s letter to 
you as the former Chair when no such resolution had been made by the Council and when 
case law indicates that no such action for defamation can be made by a local council. 

Findings: This objection relates to the response given in Assertion 3 of the Annual Governance 
Statement.  

The objector notes that the minutes of the Council meeting on 8 March 2024 state: 

58/24.4 Complaint dated 5/3/24 to Chairman about Clerk. The Chairman gave details 
of the complaint and the advice he had received for the Council from the YLCA. 
Resolved YLCA advice be released to Cllr. Smith for her to draft a response on Cllr. 
Thompson’s behalf and our solicitor be asked to write a strong letter to the 
complainant in respect of their use of confidential Council documents in their 
possession. 

58/24.5 Defamation costs. Resolved the advice from NALC via the YLCA be noted.  

The objector comments that the minutes clearly show that the Council resolved to send a 
strong solicitor’s letter to the objector regarding confidential documents. The objector further 
comments that the Council did not discuss or make any decision about an accusation of 
defamation.  

The Council comments that solicitors acting on behalf of the Council wrote a strongly worded 
letter to the objector, as was authorised by the Council at its meeting held on 8 March 2024. 
The Council further comments that the letter was a formal letter before action relating to an 
alleged breach of fiduciary duty and duty of confidentiality.  

The Council acknowledges that the term “defamatory” was used within the solicitor’s letter to 
describe certain comments or statements allegedly made by the objector. The Council 
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comments that describing comments as “defamatory” is not the same as formally accusing 
an individual of defamation in a legal context and that at no point in the correspondence was 
the objector accused of the tort of defamation. 

The Council further comments that it never considered initiating legal proceedings for 
defamation and is fully aware that it does not possess the legal power to bring such an action. 
The Council states that it submitted a query concerning the Council’s powers in relation to 
defamation to the Yorkshire Local Councils Associations (YLCA) on 26 February 2024. The 
advice received from a solicitor via the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) was 
noted by Council at its meeting of 8 March 2024 (Minute 58/24.5 refers). This advice is 
protected under legal professional privilege and was provided separately to councillors as a 
confidential document. 

Whilst we note the above comments from the Council and the objector, it can only be for the 
Courts to determine whether there is any case to answer regarding the actions of the Council. 
The Council has the powers to take legal proceedings (s222, Local Government Act 1972). The 
Council also has the powers to take and pay for legal advice. This right is a necessary incident 
to its functions as a public authority (s111, Local Government Act 1972), as well as a logical 
consequence of its power to take legal proceedings. 

We further note that the letter from the Council’s solicitor, comments that the next steps (if 
the Council was not satisfied with the response from the objector) would be to obtain a 
restraining order. 

We therefore conclude that it was appropriate for the Council to answer ‘Yes’ to Assertion 3.   

Conclusion: We do not uphold this objection. 

 

Having considered whether each accepted objection should be included in a public interest report 
and whether we should apply for a declaration under section 28(3) of the 2014 Act in respect of 
Objection 3, we have decided not to take either course of action.  

Please note that there is no right of appeal against a decision not to issue a public interest report in 
respect of any of the objections. With regard to Objection 3, you have a right to appeal our decision 
not to apply for a declaration under section 28(3) of the 2014 Act. Should you wish to do so, you must 
appeal to the High Court within the period of 21 days beginning with the day after you receive this 
statement of written reasons. 

At this stage, we would like to remind both you and the Council of the need to ensure compliance with 
relevant data protection legislation (including GDPR). This could include, for example, redacting 
personal information (such as the objector’s name, address or other identifying information) from any 
subsequent publication or sharing of the objections and related correspondence. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
PKF Littlejohn LLP 
 
cc Newby and Scalby Town Council c/o Town Clerk 





Subject: Fwd: Late correspondence request WAS Fwd: TOR for staffing

Date: Mon, 15 Sep 2025 08:09:26 +0100

From: Jools Marley, Clerk to Council <clerk@newbyandscalby-tc.gov.uk>

Organisation:Newby & Scalby Town Council

To: N&STC councillors

Please find below details of an item of late correspondence which the Chairman deems

necessary to consider at agenda item 8.6

Jools

-------- Forwarded Message --------

Subject: Re: Late correspondence request WAS Fwd: TOR for staffing

Date: Fri, 12 Sep 2025 12:02:29 +0100

From: cllr.jackie.smith@newbyandscalby-tc.gov.uk

To: Jools Marley, Clerk to Council <clerk@newbyandscalby-tc.gov.uk>

Yes, please 

Jackie

On 2025-09-12 11:45, Jools Marley, Clerk to Council wrote:

Jackie - I've just had this in from Gill in her capacity as Chairman of R&S.  Would you be OK for it

to be included as late correspondence - as below?

8.6 Correspondence received after 11/9/25 which the Chairman of the meeting deems it

necessary to consider as a matter of urgency.

If you are, please email to confirm same and I will then put it out to councillors as a late item for

consideration. Thanks, Jools

-------- Forwarded Message --------

Subject: TOR for staffing

Date: Fri, 12 Sep 2025 10:57:59 +0100

From: cllr.gill.kendall@newbyandscalby-tc.gov.uk

To: Jools Marley, Clerk to Council <clerk@newbyandscalby-tc.gov.uk>

mailto:clerk@newbyandscalby-tc.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.jackie.smith@newbyandscalby-tc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@newbyandscalby-tc.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.gill.kendall@newbyandscalby-tc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@newbyandscalby-tc.gov.uk


Request from Chairman of the Review and Staffing Committee

At its meeting on 10th September 2025, Committee considered the following agenda item:-

4 Amendment to R&S Committee Terms of Reference The present Terms of Reference for this

Committee are silent on the approval of Minutes, hence minutes go to full Council for approval.

This is an unsatisfactory state of affairs. To consider asking Council to vary the Terms of

Reference so that minutes are approved by Committee and provided to Council for noting and

info. This can be done by the addition of the following into its fully delegated powers "To approve

minutes of Review & Staffing Committee meetings. Approved minutes will be put before the next

Ordinary Meeting of Council for information

purposes".

Committee resolved to ask Council to vary its Terms of Reference as outlined in the agenda item

above.

May I request this be considered by Council at its next meeting on 17th September 2025.

It will require the sentence "Minutes of meeting shall be submitted to full Council for approval

and signature" to be removed and replaced by "Minutes shall be approved by the Committee.

Approved minutes will be put before the next Ordinary Meeting of Council for information

purposes."

Council is asked to resolve as follows:-

To vary the "Frequency of Meetings etc" section Terms and Conditions of the Review and Staffing

Committee to read as follows:-

FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS ETC:-

One meeting will be held every year to review all staff contracts and job descriptions and HR

policies. Otherwise meetings will be convened as and when necessary. Arrangements for minute

taking will be made when a committee meeting is called. It is expected that the committee will be

able to meet within seven working days of being notified by the Clerk. Minutes shall be approved

by the Committee. Approved minutes will be put before the next Ordinary Meeting of Council for

information purposes.

Thanking you in anticipation of your co operation,

Gill Kendall



NEWBY & SCALBY TOWN COUNCIL    -   SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID year 2025 to 2026

11th JUNE 2025 SCHEDULE 3

REF Invoice GROSS VAT NET VAT TRANS. VAT 

NO. Date CREDITOR REASON £ £ £ Code TYPE No.

3/1 05-08-25 Business Stream Allotments water 3/2/25-2/5/25 £14.17 £0.00 £14.17 T0 DD**

3/2 05-21-25 N Barnes Parish maintenance £470.00 £0.00 £470.00 T10 auto

3/3 05-26-25 Active Security Security services £88.80 £14.80 £74.00 T1 auto 239167487

3/4 05-28-25 Franklin Greenscapes Ground maintenance Parish/445/445b £412.50 £0.00 £412.50 T10 auto

3/5 05-30-25 Document Solutions Printing 27/2/25-30/5/25 £66.27 £11.04 £55.23 T1 DD** 974202523

3/6 05-30-25 Skipton BS. Allotment deposits (£10-36a, £20-46S) £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 T10 auto

3/7 05-31-25 A Brunton Waste collection £25.70 £4.28 £21.42 T1 auto 167153754

3/8 06-01-25 Various Staffing £1,388.73 £0.00 £1,388.73 T9 various

3/9 06-02-25 Fidelity Phone/broadband £75.55 £12.59 £62.96 T1 DD 970685289

3/10 06-02-25 Lloyds Multipay £378.11 £49.19 £328.92 T1 DD various

3/11 06-04-25 YLCA Training (Bore, Shepherd) £54.80 £0.00 £54.80 T10 auto

Authorised for payment by Cllrs. Smith and Thompson  (see FR19.2)

Payments went out 12/6/25 (unless DD in which case went out when payee asked for the money)

** Already drawn £3,004.63 £91.90 £2,912.73

RESOLVED THAT PAYMENT OF THE ABOVE BE RATIFIED:   DATE

CHAIRMAN



NEWBY & SCALBY TOWN COUNCIL    -   SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID year 2025 to 2026

9th JULY 2025 SCHEDULE 4

REF Invoice GROSS VAT NET VAT TRANS. VAT 

NO. Date CREDITOR REASON £ £ £ Code TYPE No.

4/1 06-02-25 Business Stream High St toilets water 2/3/25-1/6/25 £106.76 £0.00 £106.76 T0 DD**

4/2 06-10-25 British Gas Gas 12/5/25-10/6/25 £104.16 £4.96 £99.20 T5 DD**

4/3 06-10-25 British Gas Electric 12/5/25-10/6/25 £84.51 £4.02 £80.49 T5 DD**

4/4 06-25-25 Harrington Law Legal services £6,600.00 £1,100.00 £5,500.00 T1 auto**

4/5 06-30-25 Wellers Legal services £726.00 £111.00 £615.00 T1 auto 205712985

4/6 07-01-25 A Brunton Waste collection £25.70 £4.28 £21.42 T1 auto 167153754

4/7 07-01-25 Fidelity Phone/broadband £75.55 £12.59 £62.96 T1 DD 970685289

4/8 07-01-25 Various Staffing £938.02 £0.00 £938.02 T0 various

4/9 07-02-25 Business Stream Water 445b 2/4/25-1/7/25 £79.88 £0.00 £79.88 T0 DD

4/10 07-02-25 Lloyds Multipay £188.89 £9.33 £179.56 T1 DD various

4/11 07-03-25 Franklin Greenscapes Ground maintenance Parish/445/445b £154.00 £0.00 £154.00 T10 auto

4/12 - Skipton Building Society Deposit £20 plot 5West £20.00 £0.00 £20.00 T9 auto

Payments authorised online banking by Cllrs. Smith and Bore  (see FR19.2)

** Already drawn £9,103.47 £1,246.18 £7,857.29

RESOLVED THAT PAYMENT OF THE ABOVE BE RATIFIED:   DATE

CHAIRMAN



NEWBY & SCALBY TOWN COUNCIL    -   SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID year 2025 to 2026

13th AUGUST 2025 SCHEDULE 5

REF Invoice GROSS VAT NET VAT TRANS. VAT 

NO. Date CREDITOR REASON £ £ £ Code TYPE No.

5/1 07-08-25 Barnes Parish grounds maintenance £292.25 £0.00 £292.25 T0 auto

5/2 07-10-25 British Gas Gas 10/6/25-10/7/25 £84.98 £9.01 £75.97 T5 DD**

5/3 07-10-25 British Gas Electric 10/6/25-10/7/25 £133.15 £10.36 £122.79 T5 DD**

5/4 07-25-25 Gallagher Insurance £1,837.59 £0.00 £1,837.59 T0 auto

5/5 07-28-25 Ware & Kay Professional charges £1,400.00 £233.33 £1,166.67 T1 auto** 734276037

5/6 08-01-25 Various Staffing £1,788.00 £0.00 £1,788.00 T0 various

5/7 08-01-25 A Brunton Waste collection £25.70 £4.28 £21.42 T1 auto 167153754

5/8 08-01-25 Fidelity Phone/broadband £75.55 £12.59 £62.96 T1 DD 970685289

5/9 08-04-25 Lloyds Multipay £96.94 £15.66 £81.28 T1 DD various

5/10 08-05-25 N Barnes Parish grounds maintenance £332.75 £0.00 £332.75 T10 auto

5/11 08-06-25 Franklin Greenscapes Ground maintenance Parish/445/445b £297.00 £0.00 £297.00 T10 auto

5/12 08-11-25 British Gas Gas 10/7/25-11/8/25 £25.40 £1.21 £24.19 T5 DD**

5/13 08-11-25 British Gas Electric 10/7/25-11/8/25 £104.70 £4.99 £99.71 T5 DD**

5/14 08-11-25 Spectrum Toilet hygiene contract £90.17 £15.03 £75.14 T1 auto

5/15 08-13-25 Cash Petty cash to imprest £79.00 £1.67 £77.33 T1ch300124

5/16 08-13-25 Skipton BS Deposit plot 5East £20.00 £0.00 £20.00 T9 auto

** Already drawn £6,683.18 £308.13 £6,375.05

RESOLVED THAT PAYMENT OF THE ABOVE BE RATIFIED:   DATE

CHAIRMAN



NEWBY & SCALBY TOWN COUNCIL    -   SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID year 2025 to 2026

17th SEPTEMBER 2025 SCHEDULE 6

REF Invoice GROSS VAT NET VAT TRANS. VAT 

NO. Date CREDITOR REASON £ £ £ Code TYPE No.

6/1 08-03-25 Business Stream Water (allotments 3/5/25-2/8/25) £293.83 £0.00 £293.83 T0 DD**

6/2 08-11-25 Business Stream Water (allotments 3/8/25-10/8/25) £300.09 £0.00 £300.09 T0 DD**

6/3 08-15-25 Harrington Law Legal services (bal) £540.00 £90.00 £450.00 T1 auto 367612480

6/4 08-16-25 E Coast Pest Control Quarterly contract £103.68 £17.28 £86.40 T1 auto 827320051

6/5 08-26-25  E Coast Fire Services Annual assessment £180.00 £30.00 £150.00 T1 auto 441630086

6/6 08-28-25 Eyelid Productions Website support £100.00 £0.00 £100.00 T10 auto

6/7 08-29-25 Document Solutions Printing etc 30/5/25-28/8/25 £25.37 £4.23 £21.14 T1 DD** 974202523

6/8 09-01-25 Fidelity Broadband/phone £75.55 £12.59 £62.96 T1 DD** 970685289

6/9 09-01-25 Various Staffing £1,073.83 £0.00 £1,073.83 T0 various

6/10 09-01-25 Duchy of Lancaster Allotment rent £609.00 £101.50 £507.50 T1 auto GD323

6/11 09-02-25 Lloyds Multipay £114.56 £13.84 £100.72 various DD** various

6/12 09-03-25 N Barnes Ground maintenance Parish (inc late inv. from June) £399.75 £0.00 £399.75 T10 auto

6/13 09-04-25 Franklin Greenscapes Ground maintenance Parish/445/445b £451.00 £0.00 £451.00 T10 auto

6/14 09-09-25 General Electrical Electrical work & certificate £324.00 £54.00 £270.00 T1 auto 265695263

6/15 09-10-25 British Gas Gas 11/8/25-10/9/25 £48.85 £2.33 £46.52 T5 DD**

6/16 09-10-25 British Gas Electric 11/8/25-10/9/25 £86.80 £4.13 £82.67 T5 DD**

6/17 09-11-25 Skipton BS Deposits (14N, 69S) £40.00 £0.00 £40.00 T9 auto

6/18 09-11-25 A Tadman Best allotment (6W) £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 T10ch300125

6/19 09-11-25 A Tucker Most improved allotment (71&74N) £25.00 £0.00 £25.00 T10ch300126

6/20 09-11-25 WPJ&J Flinton Rural verge cutting £720.00 £120.00 £600.00 T1 auto 168038452

6/21 09-11-25 PKK Littlejohn 23/24 AGAR (£420nett) and challenge work £9,848.10 £1,641.35 £8,206.75 T1 bacs 440498250

6/22 09-18-25 ICO Data Protection renewal £47.00 £0.00 £47.00 T0 DD**

** Already drawn £15,431.41 £2,091.25 £13,340.16

RESOLVED THAT PAYMENT OF THE ABOVE BE AUTHORISED:   DATE 17/9/2025

CHAIRMAN
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REPORT

FROM: Jools Marley, Clerk to Council.

TO: All Councillors

DATE: 8th September 2025

SUBJECT: Moving Forwards

Over the last two years, the Council has faced considerable upset and disruption as a

result of certain staffing issues.  There has been much misleading and biased comment on

social media and in the press.  As has already been notified to councillors, in May 2025

the Employment Tribunal ruled in favour of the former employee and the award was paid

by Council’s insurers

 It is believed no useful purpose can be served by endless discussion of the Tribunal and

associated matters.  The Council needs to move on.

The events of the past two years have highlighted several areas in which the Council must

strengthen its governance, decision-making and management processes.  The following

measures are in the process of being implemented, to ensure greater transparency,

accountability and efficiency :

1.  Staff Management Structures

Only the Clerk/Proper Officer is authorised to manage Council staff.  The Clerk's line

manager is the Review and Staffing Committee, which has appointed a single point of

contact for day-to-day communication.  No individual councillor will directly manage staff.

2.  Human Resources Expertise

The Council will retain access to professional HR advice and support and ensure that

members of the Review and Staffing Committee receive  HR training.

3.  Signature of Legal Agreements

All legal agreements that require a signature on behalf of the Council, including funding

agreements with binding terms and conditions, must be signed either by two councillors

formally authorised by resolution, or by an officer authorised by resolution or under the

Council's Scheme of Delegation.  All agreements must be securely archived.

4.  Approval of Funding Applications

No funding applications will be submitted without prior Council approval.  All relevant terms

and conditions must be reviewed and recorded.

5.  Reporting Requirements

Reports to Council or committees must be in writing and issued with agenda papers

wherever possible.  If, exceptionally, a report is presented at a meeting, it must be tabled,

recorded in the minutes and archived with the agenda papers on the Council website.

6.  Governance Compliance

Councillors must adhere to Standing Orders and Financial Regulations at all times. 

Updates to these documents are in progress and members are encouraged to maintain



skills and knowledge through ongoing training, supported by reference materials such as

the NALC Good Councillor's Guide, which can be accessed by all councillors.

7.  Committee Structure and Efficiency

Additional committees, such as the Planning Committee and the Finance and General

Purposes Committee will help expedite business.

8.  Use of Council Facilities

The meeting room at 445b Scalby Road will remain available for hire, with fees and

viability kept under review to minimise the burden on taxpayers.  The Council will no longer

deliver social or advice services directly, recognising that it does not have the necessary

qualifications or staff.

Recommendation to Council:

That the Council -

1. notes the contents of this report; and

2. implements the  proposals for moving forward as set out in points 1 to 8 above.

Cllr. Jackie Smith Cllr. Helen Bore

Chairman Vice Chairman



For Meeting of 17/9/25 Agenda Item: 9.8

clerks-report-on-4lane-ends-planter-170925-meeting.docx Page 1 of 3

FROM: Jools Marley, Clerk to the Town Council & Responsible Financial Officer.

TO: All Councillors

DATE: 9th September 2025

SUBJECT: Planter, 4 Lane ends, Hackness Road

Background

There is a large planter adjacent the pillar box at Hackness Road/4 Land Ends corner. The

planter was originally maintained by the local In Bloom group, and is now cared for by the

Friends Group, who also maintain other planted areas within the parish.

Concerns have been raised regarding the condition of the planter: the lower section is now

rusty, and the overall appearance has become unsightly.

Additional information

One parishioner has requested the planter be removed altogether. The Friends Group has

confirmed they are willing to continue looking after a planter in this location, should it be

retained or replaced.

Cost implications

Two broad options are available:-

Option 1 Remove the existing planter and do not replace it.

Option 2 Remove the existing planter and replace it with a self-watering planter

made from recycled plastic..



clerks-report-on-4lane-ends-planter-170925-meeting.docx Page 2 of 3

North Yorkshire Council has been asked to provide a quotation for the removal of the existing

planter and installation of a new one; this information is expected prior to the meeting.

Amberol has confirmed prices on two potentially suitable replacement planters are £470 or

£560 including delivery but excluding VAT.

Neither removal of the existing planter nor purchase/installation of a replacement are

budgeted costs. However, both could be funded from reserves if Council so decides.

A summary of the pros and cons of each option along with cost implications and community

impact is overleaf at Appendix 1

Recommendations

1. Council receives & notes this report.

2. Council resolves whether to go for Option 1 or Option 2.

3. The Clerk to Council/RFO be authorised to make the necessary arrangements to

put the recommendations into effect.

Jools Marley (CiLCA)

Clerk to the Town Council and RFO
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Decision Matrix – Planter at 4 Lane Ends, Hackness Road

Option Pros Cons Cost Implications Community Impact

Option 1: Remove existing

planter and do not replace

- No ongoing maintenance

costs for Council or Friends

Group

- Simplifies the site (no

need to monitor condition in

future)

- Loss of greenery/flowers at

a prominent corner

- May be viewed negatively

by residents who value

planted features

- Could reduce attractiveness

of the area

One-off cost for removal

& disposal only

Possible disappointment from

community & Friends Group; may be

seen as a decline in local environment

Option 2: Remove existing

planter and replace with self-

watering recycled plastic

planter

- Provides a fresh, tidy, and

long-lasting feature

- Self-watering design

reduces maintenance

burden

- Made from recycled

materials (environmentally

sustainable)

- Continues visual amenity

at key location

- Higher upfront cost

- Requires removal &

installation work

- Not a budgeted item (would

use reserves)

Cost of removal +

purchase & installation

of new planter

Likely positive reception from wider

community; maintains civic pride &

care for environment
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