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Minutes of the ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 
 held virtually on Zoom on 

WEDNESDAY, 5th MAY 2021 
commencing at 7pm. 

 
Present & able to vote as on electoral roll for parish: 

Cllr. R Towse (Chairman of Newby & Scalby Parish Council),  
D. Bastiman, A Hand (from 7.03pm), R Holliday, D Langmead, D Sutton, RI 
Thompson, D Wiles,. 

 
In attendance but unable to vote as not on electoral roll for parish:   

Borough Cllr. S Sharma (from 7.06pm), Mrs J Marley (Clerk to the Parish 
Council) to take minutes. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7.02pm. 
 
1/21 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF MEETING  
Not necessary as the Chairman of the Parish Council was present. 
 

2/21 APOLOGIES: None.  
 

3/21 Noted no parish assembly was held in 2020 due to the Coronavirus pandemic and 
the subsequent restrictions on travel and public meetings. 
 

4/21 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8th May 2019 
The Minutes of the Annual Assembly held on 8th May 2019, having been confirmed as 
accurate at a Parish Council meeting held on 5th June 2019, Minute 94/19.1 refers, were 
approved for signature. 
 

5/21 REPORT FROM CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL FOR 2020/2021 
The outbreak of the Covid 19 pandemic in early 2020 and the subsequent lockdowns and 
restrictions has had an large impact on everyone’s lifestyle.  Many had to isolate for longer periods 
than others and those that could were asked to work from home. This affected the work of the 
Council too.  Face to face meetings were cancelled and virtual meetings have been the norm for the 
last 12 months. The Clerk has, where possible worked from home but where it was essential visited 
the Council offices, communications to carry on Council business having to be conducted via 
telephone, e-mail and text messaging, something not previously experienced over such a long 
period. As restrictions are being lifted we are finding members of our community that have been in 
isolation for a long time do not have the confidence to leave their homes to shop etc.  This is a 
problem that we hope to address. 
 
During the last year Councillors scrutinised 73 planning applications which, regardless of the 
pandemic, is on par with previous years. The activities of the Parish Caretaker have been greatly 
restricted due to the Covid pandemic but will resume as and when restrictions allow. 
 
In 2019, Council agreed in principle to look for suitable premises to be an office, meeting room and 
community Hub.  We also needed to identify how we could better engage with our communities and 
to update our website and use of social media. To support us in achieving this we took on the 
services of Tina Boden.  In early 2020 it was agreed to hold a Community Engagement day in 
March involving as many Councillors as possible at locations in the Parish to meet parishioners.  
Unfortunately the first Covid 19 lockdown commenced just before this could take place.  It was then 
decided that we distribute a postcard to every household in the Parish encouraging friends and 
neighbours to look out for each other with the Council telephone number for those needing help with 
shopping, prescriptions etc to call us.  This was overseen by Tina Boden and her army of volunteers 
and all calls were received by the Clerk.  It was a huge success and is still operating today. 
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In July 2020, Tina and her army of volunteers distributed a Parish Council survey giving parishioners 
the opportunity to say if they wanted a community hub and if so what activities they would like to see 
it provide.  82% voted for a Community Hub, and 77% were in favour of increasing the precept to 
enable us to borrow from the Public Works Loan Board to purchase suitable premises.  I am grateful 
to Scarborough Borough Council for the support they provided in preparing and analysing our 
survey. 
 
Having identified suitable premises for a Community Hub, in September we successfully obtained 
borrowing approval and in December 2020 became the owners of 445 and 445b Scalby Road. 
 
We are now busy working on the detail of changes needed in the new premises to care for the 
needs of a Council office and a Community Hub.  The office will relocate from the library, and we 
hope to be open in late July/August this year.  Hopefully the house part will be rented out in the near 
future. 
 
On 1st March 2021 we recruited Helen King as Community Support Officer, to carry on and increase 
the work previously conducted by Tina Boden, volunteers and the Clerk. Tina will continue seeking 
strategic partners such as Age Concern and Scarborough and Ryedale Careers Association etc.  
Helen King, Community Support Officer has picked up on the work started in the first lockdown and 
is contacting our aged and vulnerable with increasing numbers.  She is now offering a walk and talk 
service and hopes to soon provide bereavement counselling.  An important aspect of Helen’s work 
is maintaining accurate records of the needs of the parishioners she contacts which will in time 
provide hard evidence to support applications for funding to support these and other activities. 
 
In March 2021, with grants and a private donation we were able to purchase two Vehicle Activated 
Signs to help reduce speed at six locations in the parish. 
 
My thanks go to Councillor Thompson for his support as Vice Chairman and to my fellow Councillors 
for their commitment, diligence and support over the last 12 months, without which little would have 
been achieved. I also thank our Borough and County Councillors for their continued support but 
disappointed at the lack of support from Scarborough Borough Council. 
 
Regardless of all the obstacles caused as a result of the Covid pandemic this has been one of the 
busiest years this Council has ever experienced. Apart from her normal duties of Clerk and 
Responsible Finance Officer for the Council Jools Marley has been the lead on the following:- 
 

• Creating a new up to date web site and Facebook and Twitter sites 

• Creating a postcard and printing of over 4,000 of them  

• Taking calls (these came at any time of the day or night) for help during the pandemic  

• Creating a Parish wide survey to support a Community Hub, 

• Identifying suitable premises 

• Applying for a Public Works Loan Board loan to purchase 

• Negotiate and purchasing premises and liaising with owners over 18 months 

• Selecting a builder and planning alteration for the new premises 

• Recruiting Community Support Officer. 

• Driving to Birmingham to purchase chairs and table for Council use and saving a large 
amount of money 

 
Without her dedication and hard work none of this would have been achieved.  I greatly appreciate 
the work she has done and the way in which it has been carried out.  We are very fortunate to have 
her as our Clerk. 
 

6/21 REPORTS FROM GROUPS OR ORGANISATIONS WITHIN THE PARISH 
St. Laurence’s Church:- Rev. Hand reported on the massive impact the Covid 19 pandemic had had 
on everything. Initially work had been focused on getting help to people, then getting parishioners to 
connect with their neighbours and others in the parish. Long term the financial impact was 
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considerable, for both parishioners and the church. Things are gradually re-opening and most 
people were being cautious/careful as to what they did. Partnership working with other groups and 
agencies was proving to be crucial. 
 

7/21 ELECTORS QUESTIONS/COMMENTS – It was suggested that increasing the 
profile of the Annual Assembly would help to get a better attendance as well as widening 
the knowledge of organisations/partnerships within the parish. 
 

There being no further matters the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.19 pm 
 
 
 
 

Chairman of the Parish Assembly 
11th May 2022 


