For Meeting of 12/2/20 Agenda item: 8.1

FROM: Jools Marley, Clerk to the Parish Council & Responsible Financial Officer.
TO: All Councillors
DATE: 4% February 2020

SUBJECT: Update on highway, footpath & other matters since 31/12/19

1. Items raised at previous council meetings:-
1. Grit bin missing at top of Pornic Ave [Minute 10/20.2 refers] Bin installed 9/1/20

within 4 hours of request being made.

2. Jet skis [Minute 11/20.1 refers] it transpired this Parish Council need not have been
involved in this issue as SBC’s Coastal Officer had responded to the ward
councillor for Burniston in December. The officer had advised that barriers were
not practical — signage and enforcement when byelaws are breached were seen
as the best way of addressing the issue.

3. Over height fence Lady Edith’s Parks [Minute 10/20.2 refers] — this request for
enforcement has been acknowledged by SBC (ref 20/00004/HD). See agenda
item 9.1 for response.

2. New items
1. Muddy verge Fieldstead Crescent outside 339 Scalby Road - referred to Area3

3/1/20
2. Hedges/overhanging vegetation at numbers 56 and 58 Newlands Park Grove -
referred to Area3 3/1/20.

3. Deep ponding on pavement Scalby Rd outside 1 Throxenby Lane - photos taken
and referred to Area 3 14/1/20.

4. Deep ponding at crossing point Throxenby Lane outside 328 Scalby Road -
photos taken and referred to Area 3 14/1/20.

5. Muddy pavement & verge in need of siding out (Coldyhill Lane between
Kingsway and Scalby Avenue) reported by parishioner 15/1/20. Work carried
out by parish caretaker on 20/1/20.

6. Over height fence (recently erected) at 377 Scalby Road (corner property on
Scalby Rd/Fieldstead Crescent junction). Seen and photographed 16/1/20,
referred to SBC Planning for enforcement 17/1/20, ref. no 20/00013/COM. See
agenda item 9.1 for response.

7. Overhanging vegetation at 2 Kingsway - cutback request letter sent to occupier
22/1/20

8. Various streetlights have been reported and repaired.
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Jools Marley (CiLCA)
Clerk to the Parish Council
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Planning Services Alan Hunter

Town Hall, St Nicholas Street T GARBORO G (01723) 383536
Scarborough s O\

YO11 2HG alan.hunter@
Planning Services Manager e - scarborough.gov.uk
Mr D Walker S www.scarborough.gov.uk

SCARBOROUGH BOROUGH COUNCIL

Jools Marley
Clerk to Newby & Scalby Parish Council
(sent electronically)

Our ref: 20/0004/HD & 20/00013/COM

27 January 2020

Dear Jools Marley

RE: YOUR COMPLAINTS REGARDING THE ERECTION OF FENCES AT 65 LADY
EDITHS PARK NEWBY & 377 SCALBY ROAD NEWBY

| write in regard to the compilaints that you have made on behalf of the Parish Council, in
relation to the unauthorised erection of fences at both of the above named properties.
Given that the Parish Council are the complainant in both cases and the complaints made
are very similar, | have written a combined response after giving both cases careful and

separate investigation.

In both cases, a side garden fence has been erected above 1 metre in height to corner
plots (plots that front more than one highway). Both properties are established semi-
detached properties in a residential environment. Planning permission for fences in such
locations requires planning permission when they are higher than 1 metre from the ground
level, when not replacing a fence or wall that is of the same height or higher. | consider that
in both cases planning permission should have been sought.

As the fences in both cases have now been erected without the benefit of planning
permission, together with the fences having been erected within the last 4 years, they are
liable to enforcement action. When a Local Planning Authority considers taking
enforcement action there are a number of important considerations. Firstly, exercising
enforcement powers is discretionary and cannot be automatic to every breach of planning
control. A key consideration is whether it is expedient to take action, which includes an
officer assessment as to whether the proposed development is unacceptable in planning
terms. The fact that planning permission has not been obtained beforehand cannot on its
own, be a reason to take enforcement action.

O]
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In both cases the fences serve a useful purpose of providing privacy to the rear gardens of
the properties in question. When considering new residential development, Officers would
typically seek to ensure suitable boundary treatment to such corner plots as these in
question. This boundary treatment would usually comprises a 1.8 metre close boarded
fence or a wall, or a combination of both. The fences in question typically fulfil this expected
boundary treatment and help to ensure private gardens, are indeed private. The height of
the fences are not considered to be excessive and the design and appearance of the
fences are not considered to be visually obtrusive in their individual contexts. The timber
finishes will weather in time to be a duller grey colour. For these reasons, | do not consider
that it is expedient in either of these cases to take enforcement action against these fences.

| note in your compliant the Parish Council is concerned about the proliferation of such
fences and how this could incrementally change the character of an area. | do accept the
point that ensuring suitable boundary treatment is very important when protecting the
character and appearance of an area. | think the above examples are too far apart to be
seen in the same immediate context. Furthermore, when exercising enforcement powers
the Local Planning Authority cannot consider how combined breaches of planning controls
can adversely affect the character and appearance of an area. Enforcement action has to
be taken solely on the individual merits of the case.

| hope the above explains why it is not expedient for the Local Planning Authority to take
enforcement action in these two particular cases.

Yours sincerely

Alan Hunter
Senior Planning Officer

cc. Mr David Walker, Head of Planning
Mr Nick Read, Area Planning Manager
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INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT

2019/20 FINANCIAL YEAR
October to December CASH BOOK & BANK STATEMENT FOR SCHEDULES 7-9

AND October to December ACCOUNTS, SCHEDULES 7-9

AUDIT CARRIED OUT ON 20t" January 2020
PETTY CASH (Schedule 11 physical count as on day of audit).
Petty Cash was accurately recorded.

O Petty Cash was inaccurate. See section 7 overleaf.

CASH BOOK & BANK STATEMENTS
(m | am satisfied that the records are complete and accurate.
O | am not satisfied that the records are complete and accurate. See section 7 overleaf.
= The records are balanced and reconciled.
O

The records are not balanced and reconciled. See section 6 overleaf.

INCOME RECORD ON P.C.
c The record is accurate and reconciled.

O The record is not accurate and reconciled. See section 7 overleaf.

EXPENDITURE ON P.C.

B8 The record is accurate and reconciled.

O The record is not accurate and reconciled. See section 7 overleaf.

VAT RECORD ON PC AND | & E FILES

o The record is accurate and refund claims have been made on a timely basis.

O The record is not accurate and/or refund claims have not been made on a timely basis.
See section 7 overleaf.

E:\Parish Council\Finance\Month End Accounts\INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT MONTHLY.doc Page 1 of 2



6 PAYE RECORDS

O The Inland Revenue electronic record has been completed correctly and the figures
accord with the schedule of payments and the payslip booklet.

(m ] The Inland Revenue electronic record has not been completed correctly and the figures

do not accord with the schedule of payments and the payslip booklet. See Comments
Section 7.

7 COMMENTS/EXPLANATIONS:

Signed Date: —

Internal Auditor
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